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*Preached (for the ſubſtance of it) at 
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* | © Honoured Sirg | Ja . 
To I Jozn both 3our Nan i, one 


Dedication, i not. barely becauſe yqu 
erndeared affection each to other : but: po 0, 


are Brethren, both in Nature, 
becauſe you have been, and ſtill are ſo, th the 
labaurs. . For I gratefully acknowledge, 
bx of nec the ee and. unexpecaed donation 
5 aberen | wop —_ ; and; from the qthers 
p w : why neighbourhood [ receive conſtant expreſ- 


particular kindneſſes you have for me, and 
by 4 u, Þ arr fixed in this Sphere 

er: ordivary value for 
| 6 apes hah Yen fe ah 


_—......The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
-Irflnence both Us. pr have on thoſe parts, 
to the benefit of which eſpecially the % owing 
Papers are deſigned ; I thonght .it neceſſary 
in. the publication of them to deſire your 
Joint-countenance. in + the recommendation 
f them to your many Tenants and Depen- 
dants. A requeſt, which I doubt not to {|} 
£bthin from you, becauſe I know both your , | 
beirts are already poſſeſſed with a juſt vene- 
ration of that great Providence which occa- 
ftoped them, and an hearty deſire that all 
thoſe who any way relate to you may be bet- 
tered thereby. 
Which Providence, 4s it filled all theſe 
parts,.. aud thence the whole Nation, for ſome 
mths, with diſcourſe and wonder 5 and.ex- 
erciſed the curioſity of all inquiſitive Perſons, 
whoſe occaſions brought them near the place 
where it was ated; and T hope hath contribu- 
"ted. towards the edification of many of them. 
2 So the conſideration thereof excited me to at- 
Ferpt to. render it more ſerviceable to that 
great End. This 1 endeavoured lately, by 
preaching ſeveral Sermons relating to. that 
occaſion, to my own Congregation, who had 
generally been led either by their Curioſity, 
or. better Motives ( as it is \to be hoped of 
" dzvers of them ) to the ſight Cop Jad ſpe 
Gacle, expoſed\bythe Droine Majeſty to pub- 
lick view ſo near their own habitations : ana 
afterwards upon the declared opinion of di- | 
vers Jiidiciows Auditors, that they might be | 
4 oe more 


2” One b LY 


my wy” X : » hw 
he+kEDHt. Jeaic: ILY 


| fittedzhen, a5,wel as ſuch plain Country Dif. 
3 comrſes. could be; without wholly altering. the 
frante y them, for the Preſe.. 1, 1 
And this I did, the rather. becauſe they 
were thought fit by the Reverend Author of 
the annexed Narrative in particular, to ac- 
company it into the'wirld ; which he therefore 
to' me, "that I might ſo annex it; and 
withal, might farther aſſiſt it to the obtaining 
its honeſt end , by my atteſtation and, ra 
commendation. off TEE 
"Azd the-former of, theſe ( though he niteds 
it not ) I do hereby readily give him, as be- 
ing aſſured by unqueſtionable Teſtimony, 
# ( though I my ſelf was out of the Country, 
.3 auring the greateſt part of the- time wherein 
* that ſad Providence was aGing ) that 'the 
Y ſubſtance of what he relates is exaGly True , 
| and concerning the Particulars, (ſeeing they 
x 
| 


" 5 WF id X ue 0 > * 


are averred upon his own Perſonal knowledge, 
who by occaſion f the nearneſs of bis reſidence, 
being within the bounds of the ſame Parifp, 
was the moſt frequent Viſitor of the Party 
mhpſe condition be relates ) no man can ra- 
tionally doubt, who knows him, ( as you both 
have for many years ) or will but ask, a chas 
raGer of him from you. 

The latter, becauſe I need not give it as 
to you, to whom the knowledge of the Author 
himſelf ſufficiently recommends it ; and, yet 1 
defire to give it to others by you 5 and beg the 

| A 3 ſame 


(#8 botne'. | 
- prope here onfiw, k 
with my Hh to ed ſervice, a Ng, = 


Honoured Sirs,. 
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Tour moſt affectionate and 
no: ed Servant in 


ut the Lord 


vs os up 
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ſeeing it dares in this manner to ap 


Toda Chiftan Reade of this Di 
- courſe,” and - the) annexed Narra» 
Eſpecially the Inhabitancs'gf 


Old & rd Wy Kites-Swikfard 
with he T own of. RO ya wy 
tx the adjacent NIN 


Chriſtian Readers, and efpeciall hh 
' you of this Neighbourhodd, kan. d 


Suppoſo meny (if not moſt ) of ou are al- 
ready, 'acquainted with the Providence 
which, | rage theſe ns I [then 
et you with< or, if any be ſtrangers theretg, 
fn if. "med thereg WC woke - 
tive may, « The Reverend 7 pains 
C: ſu Mficiently nown to divers of 
is ability "y integrity ) hat 
honour me ſo far, as to recommend the Br 
cation. of -it to me, together with this Dif- 
courſe, the ſubſtance whereof, on the ſame 
occaſion, was lately preached in the hearing of 
a conſiderable number of you. 

That I dire them to you eſpecially of this 
Neighbourhood, will be a ſwfficient Teſti- 
mony to After-times, that the matter of Fatt 
to which they relate, is az undoubted —_ 


en- faced before the whole ng nf the 
oxe of it lay : and alſo a convictive Teſti- 


_ againſt all "o / you ( if any ſuch 


OO at afro © caltors | 
JEFiarnce 404” 


OA 
_ 


Rope marines af life, Joel oy 
+in,thd pigAce (af phoje fine far which, the | 
bi reeiaf JF m 5 


SETUP an a Perth, that 


hbe> Dbume' Mujeſty made him; Jpectacle to 
Jdohtany hundreds: ( 1 might fay thoufatids ) 
for oo many Months together. 
herefore my earneſt requeſt to qquz is, that 
you will often recdlto your memory Ts 
ſtroke, which whilſt it was fel N EWS,.{0 
"#fWWel al the SpeRators iid" Wuditegs 
WPebf 5 that You nity wot loſe the-govdl Iiv- 
"PPAſiPore Hhert rougbt in any of you: And to 
«help you therein; when you- find them weartyg | 
"off," fer *this' Book 'be your Moyitor to pee 4 
Rn tet Coen emf the —_—_ fy k 
Wb PN Bſhed andtlirefed to jou efpeciglly,bh * 
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= PsAaLl. Ix. 16. the former part. 
| The Lord 'is known by" the Fudg- 
"ment which he execiiteth. 


HE Diftoirſe that'T ſhall'make to you 

- pon this Text, ( as I fuppoſe:you will 
eaſily gheſs, if I ſhould-not tell you ) 
is occaſioned - by as remarkable an Ins 
m"” fRance of Gods juſt: Providence, ( which 
moſt of you know to have lately faln' out in'oux 
neighbourhood, and*that ſo notoriouſly, as to' fill 
dltens Toogay and Ears with/the diſconrſe-of 
- IJ --x 2nd the' Eyes of 'many hundreds, if not thous 
"Y Lb themith the” behokding itz) asit may be 
| the circuniſtatices, is hardly' to be pal O 

po 'Hiftory. IETF 1, e 07 3; 

Avid ae which induced me/ro-make ſuch adi. ho en 

_ curſe orl this'&ceakon;was, pariybecauſe I rhought ' - 
; it needful(at thisconvenient diſtance of Time where- -.* - . 


, the common! talk concerning it as News, isalmpſh -*- 


cou fret yen dy eebng your tlioughts in a mage - 

oo, __ leſtirſhoulddie, as tits 

beft'y amon At daysr wonders. 4 C—_ 
ol the Por ane to =_ pynieny tr” 
(Ctreing the” ns of "men have ib 
difren, For their diſcourſes ſo-various 'about 4 
of it according to their particular 

Temper rarans ow uryburs, in compliance” with the 

_—_ they are- governed by) 1 might;"{@ 

uch works of God, the main ſprings where- 

Cone in'his own breaſt," "may be _— 


* Ab 
Eh 
are; 10) weighty wtteſtation- of the holy 2/4/wift to the Di 
medita- 26ne-Prowdtiice, upon oecaſion of ſome remar 


ox; [whatever: tho latter may mean or whether it 
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ſtood by us, help you in ſome competent meaſure ſo 
to underſtand it, as to turn it to your greateft be- 
nefit and advantage : And -/aſtly, that having iow 


ined the .of a juſt and 1 ial Naeerative 
& thit aT ora rL Re ed Perfon of great 


grea 
I ity, and a dAligent enquirer :into all the <js- 
canes thre, oſs cf-whiich he was an 
eye and earewitnelk), 1might diſpoſe you to. receive 
it when "it comes to view With more readi- 


neſs, and give it the better entertainment, being, in- 


fſixucted before howto make uſe of it. 
// \-And the Text iE have choſen for. this purple, 
pare of a Verſe made remarkable by 1po gn»jsi 
awards in'the cloſe of it; which, though Ipteg 

texs/agree-not in theexpounding of them,” yet Uh 
generally concur, in this, that they have 1 

extraordinarycin them, | viz> Higgaion , Selah. 


wh yr py ORs WI # $0 iy | 
a-arpute ; the, farmer of them, by the figniheay 
ticw of the * = whence it is: derived, evidently 
recommends'tous a matter of ſerious meditation. 


©) And ſiich-indecd the Verſ#is, being a folemn-and 


» gn. the, behalf. of his 


$ therept upon them 
ANE 144g inthe. work, of #heir own - 
| a 76740h nic © | 


hich Divine Tefinmih, 


? 


GY ©. 
as I may properly call ir ) FG, 0n RIA 

Con, 00 Keble this pt 

i Fhat Gods public final 

my WO are evidens Teftinantas by hich \be-is 


-'In the haintivg of which Obfervatian, 1 iball 


endeavour theſe ſeven things 
-F. To (hew you, hu | incany by theſe publck 
" ns of God upon offenders. | 


Þ., 0mm. by ſuc ro 251 hope wilk 
atisfaftory* ro all rational men. that thers ore 
nal ſtrokes irflited by God on offenders 
” as-dcſerve the name: of fignel- Divine 
5; arid that ſuch events aremot (as Atberſbs 
7) the meer products of chaxce, or cafwattys 
\ 3+ To'prove, wid yon arr 4c 
ty fr flee 


fone ſrc 
in this 


Fer 'To To gevgen the SE. by wehich 
Feidgments are diftercnced from liky Prot 

rage: deling wen on otheraccounts,  .5'/:: | 
6, To dire you in the application of ſuch 
mens to: particular perſons: —_ 'fo ast 
inay riot offend apainſt | 
197; And BAly; "toidaſe chis 


att 
a pi Far Jodpent no 


—_ for their offences akink it. m_p 
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a Genel Fmigmants upon any ofie-002 
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| feds: uſual with the Scripture to! call the Lat. of 


God, on this accotmt;: his Futlgmentc, and to joy; | 


- thetiy with Statwrer, as, words of like import, &1 
could ſhew:in very many places. . 


2, His ia Judicata, or Tualgments (in the 
pliraſd of Party executed, Which arc the for- 


- mer dooms actually inflicted 3. and''are therefore; Z 


called by. the ho of thoſe, according to which 
they do befall men... IRIS though it be true, :that 
ma of Jeffring left -2 Ts but _ ( ” 
) 1s: a t of G - 
cauſe Sr are before r nonbet in Gods 
Law, which "a oe breaks: , yet-the Scripture 
is-ndt-wont to-call them all by that- name. For 
thatis uſually applyed to thoſe penal ſtrokes of God, 
_— have ſome» ſpecial 'CharaQers of his Vindi- 
Give Juſtice upon them 3. towit,. ſomething inthe 
Aaltyrerof them, : that: is not_oyygefnnor, common 0 
men z Or in the Circumſtances, ſomething, of ſurptj- 
zAuddenneſs from:the u edveſs or, un- 
yhood of theirbefallivg men,-in-xeſpedt of the 
Time, Pla Place, Gondition, Imployment, Company, 
&Ses'or {omething;;unuſual in; the; Jnſtruments; by 
which, or nunnet in-which they are inflicted, Ov, 
eſpecially;:.if there be any thing in them, that 
jv regen be'either ebove, or contrary to,'or but 
the wonted-conrſe of Nature, and ſois either 
mureculous; Or Þroddgions. 
by: rang theſe: Twd,. are cithas, inflied on Gonees 
oy 3 aafoy: ſoas few or none-know of,them, 
feel thera, and thoſe who, are innate 


hare with them : or elſe they axe laid 0 


in a eo pn attorious manner , ('as the Ju _ 
ed upon great offenders are 
-=—"y4P Exectited ): ſo as to'call-in;' and i _ 
ators to behold.them. And ſuch 7/4 

laſt, Ne Tot wut be meant of; - andof 


« 5 ) 
fach 1 delve to be underſtood, _in what follows: on 
this Argument. : 
' And this ſhall ſuffice for my fir undertaking, - 
I. The ſecond deſerves to have more Time ſpent 
on it, becauſe it contains the main foxndation- of 


| the whole following Diſcourſe. - For, if there'be 


nd ſuch Judgments executed by God at all; but Time 


and. Chance, ( in this caſe as well as others.) not Bale 


only bappen to all, but govern all too : then there can * 
be no knowledge of God drawn from them, Nt 
if there be no ſuch things as Divine 
then the very 'God they are ſup pales to atteſt wo, 
( which is that the ' Atheiſt would have ) may, for 1 
all their Teſtimony, ot be. Whereas, if we evince 
by Reaſon, that any, though never ſo few, of thoſe 
Events, -cannot be produced but by a Divine Provi- 
dence 3 we do both prove the being of ſuch a Provi- 
dence, and. withal vindicate Religion, from. the: 
impuration of | being ſuperſtitious, in attributing 
ell others of like nature to the ſame cawſe. | 

. And therefore on this Head, I take my {elf to be - 
obliged to make good theſe Two things. 

I, That there are ſome. penal Events which can by i no 


nationsl Perſon be juſtly attributed to.meer chance or.ca- 
Jualty, or any like caufe not eapable of choice or deſign, 


an'its actngs, 


-./2, That ſuch penal Events, 45 theſe, muſt tarts | 
be the ” of . a Providence , and: that Providenge 


4. The firſt of theſe Propoſitions, [ proye by the | 


following Arguments. 


I, There ate fome penal Events befalling men 


in this world, which have been pundtually; threat- 


ned.and foretold;' as they bave in- che Iſſue faln gut; 
-and many of ' them ſo threatned and foretold inthe 
wery-Circurft ances, with which they were $cF9mpar 
bak the Event, - As for inflance;: by ” D, 
1.) In 


- (6) 


WH Ta referenic cothe geamaldy of Aevnd, $6 
Gen, 2. in the firſt Threatning annexed to the Law given 60 
our ſyſt Parents in Paradiſe 3 the daily: of 


all ne Nature, (taken notice-of by Heatbens 
themſelves ) thews it 'to have been punGually ful- 
fled, inthe eorruption and wag. s/w 
falling the nd 2 xace of Men that other, 
Gen. 9:6. 5 tctaeafecivee Noab, that whoſoever ſheds mans 
#lood, by \man ſpall bis blood be ſbed, is contipually 
(in the almoſt miraculous diſcoveries of Mberdere, 
and 'bring nging, M Murderers to.condigo puniſhment) 
verified im the obſervation of the generality of 
Mankind to this very day. As alfo-is that, of the 
wonderful ways by which Conſpiracier againſt Soue- 
ret Princes avc 2-48, 89a t, accyrding £ the 


(4. And in refexence to partical ar Perſons, and 
_ and Nations, So inthe excluſion of Maſes and Aaron 
Nate Grom'Cancan, it's taken notice of exprefly.in the 
12,29 account given of their deaths, (of .farons, by Mo- 
27.12 Jes, his own Brother, and of Mafes his own, by 
A him that fills up his-Stary after his deccaſe ) that 
32. 4;, it felbout-to-both- of them) according ito what.God 
34-5 Had'denounced. - And it were calic.to add many 
more of - the fame kind, to particular Perſans. 

7 Kings But,that of the old Prophet to the diſobedient Propbet at 
| 2Kings Bethel; that'of Tiifba-to the incredulous Lord in Sarna- 
7 09a ria; thoſe of Eljeb and Micaiahto Ahab and 
" 21. 19, Hol Faliee, Ems of all yg Mae olga = 4 
25 2% part of Scripture 15 E ate 10 
a notoriouſly evident, to all that know the Bible; 
And as'to Nations. "To omit the long Catalague 
of all-the of Egypt, threatned'and inflict 
in 'the | ances ' mentioned inthe relation of 
 themithar Non Inftznce ofthe often» foretold 


are the __ ſo 
and ſo emp uC-caro Ne I = 
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Records of that Nation held to this day by all cir 


Poſterity in veneration, that there isno more {nay 
not-ſo much ) cauſe to doubtit, then there is, that 


| _ was conquered by Filliamhe io 


doſe this Argument with »wo Inftances, {6 * * 
in acircumſiance of all others moſt unlike- 
= 7 —_— on -by -chance; that I knownot 
pied againſt them to invalidate 
- on ow of them, but an Exception againſt the 
Records themſdlves, whence they are taken : to 
which T ſhall therefore add a word or twoanon. 
The- one, is that- of the Judgment denounced 
againſt Ferobozms Altar, and the Priefts that offered * Kings 


I3. 2. 


- onit, to be executed ( as it was )- by. Jeſabymmn- oo King 
before 23: ' 


tioned by his very Name, about 300 yeers + 
the performance. 
other,” is that 'of the deſtruQtion of Babylon 

(in order tothe reſtitution of the Fewiſh Nations) 
wherein Cyrus is-alſo, by his very Natne, foretold 1% 44 
to'be the Perſon that (as he did ) was to-effett it. _- A 
Which Prophelie, by the learned Grotins his-com- 
tion, was uttered 170 years, -and 'by that of 

and- others, above 200, before he accem- 


Pliſhed it , or (probably was in being. And the 
very manner how he was to fake that great Tmperiel 


City, ( to wit, by the turning away anderying-up 


oi ty ſo lively deſcribed by 'the 
t \the 'Heathen Avthies, ( Herodotus, Jer 50- 


and -+dan ) who-give us an account of the event, I-, = 


Je woe the verification of the prediction the'fame 


Now i in eſe und the like-Predidlions of firture 
ns ma toner there is no man 
ter certainty, Joann ret 
DD: they;depend-) th 
POTEN 6my 
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2. The 
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17, 18; 


Jon, I, 


| cersthexeunto by Law appointed? 4. a 


az | 
2» [The ſeeond;.is this. There are: Infnces.of 

ſome penal Events, that have been brough "RH ON0N 

 - offenders in away. of formal Proceeding > yew ugh 

as is. uſual even-in. Humane, Judicatures., For lo- 


' Joſh. 6. ance, When Foſs had forbidgen the embezel- 
5, ling any part of the'ſpoil of Fericho under. the -pe- 


nalty, of a [Divize Curſe, Achan, \the offender, falls | 
under the danger of.it.; Upon' the diſcomtiture: gf | 
the Holt A, enquiry. is made after the uns | 
known  Trayſgreſſpr of that Law. Then he. is 
found out pl the _—— of-a ono Lot, .that 
brought all the people ( down to his very tamily ) 
: poder, a-ſcrutiny, till the Lot takes him. | Then 
| follows his Examination, Confethon, Judgment, 
and-Execution. And not much uvlike was the 
Proceſs, by which Jenah was caſt into. the Sea,.and 
there | > 2 coge mn' the. belly of a Whale, till his 
e procured his Releaſe. ' Now, abgting 

—_— inary way of diſcovery. in theſe two 
io z the reſt of the Procedure in theſe Judgments 
is. formed- Methodically, according, to the order of 
Humane Juſtjee. - And mult theſe proceedings / (ua 
 o.exat a Method too ) be attributed.to meer Ca- 
Jaalty 2 May-not the perſons who havethe, conti- 
dence to aſſert this, as well affirm, that MalecfaQtors 
are banged at Tyburn by meer Caſualty, when-they 
have, been ſcjzed. by.order of Law, committed.to 


| Newgateby warrant, trycd at the Seſions-boyſe,. and 


- + having. received their Sentence upon Verdit of 
a. Jury, been conducted to FE 


and there turned off the Cart, by the known, 


3+, My third, Argaoment is this.;.. Jn 


Ot q 
CE a miradn 
have 1 ynknown Influence þ YN 
a6 if gy were governed by P Fi! 


if 4 Þ-1 
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(95 
as well as Reaſon': as putting an'evident diſerimine> 
tion and difference berwixt them+ and the innocent, 
when both of theny have equally been within their 
Power. In the famous caſe of the plagnes of 
Egypt, how: came the Frogs, the Flies, the Hail, 
and the Plague; &c. to-ſeize only the: Houſes, 
Cattle, bodies: of Egyptians; and not touch an F- 
reelize, or any of his concerns, when ( as.it aps 
pears, by the order for the ſprinkling of the": Jews 

r with the blood of the Paſchal Lamb for diſtin- Exd. 
tion.) they lived, for the moi part, and converſed ©: 
intermixedly. .cach-with other} How was it, :that 
the; waters of the Red Sea ftobd' a5: 4. wall ori both. 
ſides, whilſt. the -1/zaelites were: marching through 
itz-and returned to: their courſe; ſo ſoon! as they:gxoa.ry 
came. on dry land, [to overwhelm” Pharaoh: and his 
Hoſt, who were in purſuit of them ? When the! 
three glorious Canfeſſomrs. wereadjudged to the fiery: 
Furnace by Nebucha; ar, 'Wherice came it that 
—_— ( we aSit was )-abſtained, from 
zoxcbing {0 much-as one hair of their heads, ' Or finging 
their | Garments,; and to burn only their . bonds a{un-' 
der, aud ſet: them at liberty: to:elk; in it, who;Din. 3. * 
were caſt inv bound rand yet tolich upand devour? 7” 
(even without the manth of the Furnace ) thoſe: 
who :caft them in? ' And. when Daniel himſelf was 
calt intothe Limnr:Deny and lodged among therh/in'! 
the bottom of «the *Pen, one whole night , whence 
was it, that the and cruel beats did notthe 
leaſt burtt0 bins. f tl 
his Accuſers andaheit Relations were caſt in thither, - 
bad the maſtery of thems, and brake all their bones in P*: <- 
ever, before' they: came to the bottom of the Den#-3C Y 

, ( to-namt-no-more Examples of this. na= ; 
ture!) when theo dna, mg, to the nk 
ofthe od Prophet'at Bethel; ſkew the Man of God t Kings 
that agzinſi;Gods 'Gormmandment had eaten and 

L B drunk, 


et the very ſame Lions, when 


vert, faniing'y bis fide #: W 


(10) 
drunk there was be a by .meer chance ſo to 
do?- Did he (being hungry, and ſeeking for Prey: ) 
light on him coſaeltyonly } 2 If o6;-why, ( according 
10 theuſual wont of ſuch bealis af prey, as they ob- 
farve who have been. in thoſe, Countries, to for- 
bear falling, on Men,. but when:they can bght on.no 
other ): didhe; not. ſeize-on: his '4ſz rather 3 
but kill bim;:and not touch his 4/7, that ( as un- 
concerned in the: danger ) was afterwards found | 

Vhy did he only kill him, and 
not: Jdevorr thim,' and | fo withdraw to his Den: 
bat :rather chooſe ta ftend by. him; as reſolved. to 
avouch'the fac: and that all-the-while the news 
was'ccarrying tothe: City, and came by report to 


- zthevld: et; aid his Horſe Gadling, andheand 


his company fravelling tothe .place of that-dad 
ſpeftacle And when they: came, "ks did he ſuf 
fer them to carry-ayray his prey ſq tamely as it ſcems: 


. bedid? Do theſe things look Rb acer Caſualties? 


K'itmot rather. cyident, that ſuch Agents ating {6 
fot: their 'own nature:and inclination, 


(fo. as to punith only the guilty; and fingle hens 


: : out among others:cqually within their reach > ware 


+ 03,5 


dixe&ted by an; Titelligent | Canſe; by" whole order 
and/Commiſhon they necdeecfiis Riarince ? And 


- this/is our: ſecond Propoſition to be proved-upon this | 


Head 3 | That ſeeing theſe things \. caunct fall ont 'by 


 meencbance, or' ' unyi abing elſe of like nature, they went: 


begonerned:by Divine Providence |" which I make, 


 by-cheſe ſteps: of \ rational Argument ation: S-: 


vents as fall not out/by. chance, fall:obvaccordirig eo 
choice Or contrivance. \ That choiceand contrivance- 


\{ in-tnatter of + puniſhment ). maſt; 6ither be: the" 
 choice-and contgvance of the. 


Suffwer or. Inflitite.\ 
Sefftrees axe not wont to chooſe. andicontrive their 


own) harms: but rather to avoid;\and uſe what 
—_— LEG from _ 
| It .t. 


(-11)) 
"If the Tnffifter (then ) chooſe and contrive the 
puniſhmenes mentioned 3: then, as the contrivance 
argues himto be a rational z ſo the'bringing 
his contrivances to paſs by ſach trumantas have 
| been mentioned, and with ſud certainty, argues 
him to be fuch a Being, as hath a predominats power 
over Natwre it ſelf : which canbe no other then” Di- 
vine; and theſe effects mentioned, and the like,' can 
be no other then'the produdts of his Infinite Power 

' and Wiſdom, asyou will {temiore anon, | 
zinſt the' force of theſe Arowments; 1 cant 


imagine how'the Atheift'can ;griard! his Principles, 
| but by excepting againſt the Pendeice of the! _ 


'of fatt inthe Inſtances before "mentioned : 
there is -no-dlear proof of 'therh, in web the 


eaſes, but! from "the H Seriptaies; which, though 


we own'and reverence, yet he looks on: with coy- 
tempt- and- ſcorn, as not 'onning the Mey we 
allow them!” : 

» But he ought» to confides; «that ir is rior! this 


whole _ of Be dee in Oneſtion before 
us: whether theſe e writings in ſpired or no 2 


There is. h&ttin; 'no bh eftcany quliel to bs gi- 
ven thetti; o kim; but rv Pconh is due to cre#ible 
"Hiſtories, ** Ant4t'is enovight or ovr preſent purpoſe, 
bf + wy can julie theinſthves t& be true Records of 
© mattrs/Which felt out" in thoſe Ages-which | 

y* undertake wo accoulnexors * And fo'rtaeft4l + 


Y « coelidevinh that they have all 

redibility $68 them, ( witli the ad- 

| nb ret Ani Antiqhity, and the! having 
vor @ pate the Win/d forts 
thiany Hoes” ol WIEN of othev"Bliffoiies whatſoever can 
tend to. - WhEnceit raibappear to all unbiaſſed 
thit he Yhat will low: ( upon the Motives 


; and Thucydides , and Livy, 


\ 4: 'B 2 and 


e;/how'any man can thaventhe = 


| (12) 
and Tacitzs, and other fuch Hiftorians to be compe- 
tent witneſſes of the matters .of fat related by 
them muſt needs be governed by prejudice rather 
then Reaſon, if he deny the ſame to-Moſes and 
other Jewiſh Hiſtorians, concerning the matters 
falling out among them, who are, and have been 
always in greater eſteem in their own Nation,(who | 
beſt knew their own (tory ) then thoſe mentioned 
Ever were either in Greece or Rome. | 
, But if yet ( notwithſtanding all-that hath been 
faid tothe coutrary ) ; the 4theift will ill perſiſt in 
denying the matters of fait upon which the former 
Arguments are bottomed, becauſe they, are ( for the 

- greateſt part) only recorded in that book, which it 
15 the Intereſt of-his Treeligion to disbclieve: What 
; Will -he fay to-1wo Inſtances, ( which I have pur- 
polely reſerved to this place, becauſe they are ſo 
great, as to prove themſelves to-be the ctlects of a 

vid. H. Divine Providence; and becauſe they are confirmed 

got. : by ſeveral Heathen Authors too, as well as related in 

ad libros the Holy Scripture ) I mean. the” 4njzerſal Deluge 

— and. the deſtruction. of Sodom and Gomorrah ? Fox 

Chr. if theſe Inſftances:de. fato be truce, to which there 

is.ſuch-3 copcurring/Evidence 3 he will fad it very 

difficult to perſuade himſelf, (that þ. ſay not ,q- 

 _thers.)) that ſo vafta quantity of waters 45 {o covered 

all the. face of the earth,, and overflowed the bigh 


-_ Ss | | 
it) which is the conſtant wonder of all Travellers 
to this day. 

And fo diſcharge my ſecond undertaking, 
prove, | That there are ſome ſuch Judicial Providen- 
ces that have been executed by God. 

HI. 1 come now to the wry os on [ That 
God 14, or ought to be, nown by ] as i that 


] works them upon that elign, yo here I ſhall be 


but brief, as indeedT need not to be large in a mat- 
ter {0 plain and evident both from Reaſon and 
Scripture, 'For (1.) in Reaſon, what can be the end 

of Sovereign Providence in ſuch extraordinary ap- 
pearances, but to manifeſt it ſelf and its Author ? 
An end, for which even men are wont to'do thoſe 
great things which at any time they have attained 
to, in publick Theaters, or other great concourſes of 
people, as our Saviours kindred tell him. (2,) And Jo. 7:4- 
the Scripture alſo declareth no leſs in other places. 
So,when the Royal Pſalmiſt prophetically impreca- 
teth thoſe dreadful Judgments which make up the 
greateſt part of the $3. Pſalm; in the laſt Verſe he 
aſtigns the intended uſe of them to all the world 3 

to wit, That men may know that he alone whoſe Name Pal. 32, 
is Jehovah, is the mf h over all the Earth ?' And vt 
God himlelf js elſewhere rought in, _ _ 
ſolations which he had made by his wk 

in the Heathen world for oppr 

calling on all men to Sad amp Aran tg 

( 4. e. to ceaſe from ww hoſtilities againſt his Th- 
tereſts ) as knowing ce- acady dearly 


bought, hs he is 5 fr (will they, nll ri 


reſolved to be ſo, and tobe exalted in the earth. a 
"Iv a word, (to add no more Texts for proof of 
that which-a every Page in the Bible atteſts 
unto)the whol&WHhurch are by the Author of the 4- 
pocalyps repreſented(upon ſuch notable Judicial Pro- 
Vidences) IG Om | 


( es 


4 
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Goned by himy cannot; rationally, donbt, 5hether 


(14) Jeng, 


(+68 Chriſtian Songs like that-of, Moſes after the - 


drowning of the Eg yptians }) and therein joftrucing 


Re. 15- 2lthe world in this Duty»  J/bo .( fay they ) foall, . 


not feay thee, O Lord, and. glerifie thy Nawre 3 for all 
Nations ſhall come qnd "worſhip before thee, for thy 
Tudgments. are made manifeſt ? Even as Moſes and 
the Iſraelites mn the: Sang. to which this is parallel, 
infer from the Judgments of God on Pharavh and 
his Hoſt, Who #'like thee, O Lord, among the Gods ? 
Who is like tbee, g/arioks it Holineſs, fearful in Prai- 
ſer, ( of, the: Adtions whence thou gathereſt thy 
Prai(e,)- doing Wengers.? And this opens the way to 
my: forrth Head, i 

«IV. The Enquiry concerning | What of Gad it 
#5 _ is known br to be known by theſe ſignal Fudg- 
ments.f.: JT OS» 

' [And tothis Enquiry Eanſwer Two things, 

.*F+ His Being, ant Exiſience. | That there is a God. | 
For-he:that execnteth Fudgment fa, as;no finite li- 
mitted: Being, no created Power gan, muſt needs be 
a :Srpreme \'nhereated Being 5: that is, God. And this 
15: 41};Argutnent fo; firongly concluſive againſt the 


* 1; fltheifh, that hes forced: ( toſccure his Principles ) 
"eofly. to that. ſarryrefinge' of Lyes,, which I have be- 


fare; refuted 3 to. i buoy up his reputation among 
chols who ktiow not: the-difference betwixt Reaſon 
and Noiſe; ard judge no diſputant. baffled, that 


hathanyhing to ſay, though what he ſays be next 


 tanochl! 
” Nantly eps in theiKings Name, and Criminals.con- 


7 For,: is: he that is a aiecr;fhrauger in 
-yet. he {et Gowrts of. . Zudicature , con 


tinually, puniſhed by a Power deputed.aud commil-, 


ters - be 4 King en þ d:fo 
man; with any colour off Reaſon; 
dicial Providences can 


Laws, make it a Queliiong. IF bether 3bere be a \ oh 
Arey e i tbat 


(13). 
ts Eres the. Earth. Sounds fabeteb peel 


by ts tobe Febovah, - 

I ' cominentiDiviee Perfellinne and Glorlaws dew 
tribates axe illuſtriouſly manifeſted by his 7wagwents 
executed. ' | As for Inſtance, 

(1.) His Zatice, Which in theſe remarkable Pros 
vidences always juſtiies it ſelf; as ordinarily light- 
ing upon thoſe offenders, - concerning whom-.not 
only their own Conſciences, ( as in the conteſſron 
of Pharaob himſelf, crying, out: | The Lord is righs 
zeons, and Þ and my people are wicked} Exod. 91:27) 
but alſo the whole world are, ormay be, abundant- 
ly ſatisfied they have deſerved it :- yea, and among 
them, even ' they who not only commit thoſe crimes 
which” they ſee puniſhed in others,: but promote 
them, by ſhewing the pleaſure they take in thoſe that 
ao. them, yet know that they who do ſuch things are Rom. I. 
worthy of death; and approve the Judgment-of * 
God, even» in thoſe Sentences and Executions 
whercin they themlelves are implicitly 00 
demned. 

(2.) His Mercy and Goodneſs , In many nſtiods 
lars, As 1. when he ſpares {o many for cyery one 
that he ſites, though equally crimmal : and is as 
remarkable in his patience and- long-ſuffering to 
_ as he is'in his leverity to others, 2.; In pw- 

iſhing leſs then mens op deſerve, by how much 72 * 
the greatelt temporal ſuf that can be, is leſs * 
than Hell. 3,. In moking the greateft- evils. .men 
ſuffer here, occalions and means to p_ them 
from greater Judgments hereafter, d laſtly, 
in making his ſeverities to the a men the 
mans of {ignal preſervations and deliverances to 
thoſe that are eminently good 4 and ſhewing there- 
by, that he as Nell knows how to ney. =o: oF 
9 0 puniſh che weed, > 


B4 (3.) His 


* *(3.) His Omnipotent Power,and Sovereign Greatneſt, 


- them, (as flies, and /ice, and frogs.) with weapons to 


' pointed for them, and came. #p to cover the face of 
- #be Earth, 


the Tranſgreſfors of his Laws. So that men are 


_ oftentimes by the'proceſs of his Judicial Providen- 
ces he; brings then to-light, For Fr.) by them he . 
\.-- ſometimes draws -out of the boſsms of offenders, 


> Be 


whilſt | 1. ] he reacheth thoſe MalefaQors that are: 
too high for | Humtane Juſtice, and pride themſelves 
in their uncontrolableneſs by Humane Laws. Thus, 
by his dealing with Pharaoh, who' would own ns 
Lord but himſelf; he draws an acknowledgement 
from Fethro, that be was greatey than all Gods, be- 
cauſe in the thing wherein the proud Tyrant and his 
people dealt proudly, he was above them. And | 2.] 
whilſt heſfummons in the poſſe of the whole Creation 
to bring ſuch over-ſized Malefattors to Execution, 
and arms the very meaneſt and moſt contemptible of 


ER od a — Ma aA © 


ſubdue and conquer them, And | 3. | laſtly, whilſt 
he ſometimes makes a kind of new Creation, to ſerve 
his juſt ends, by altering the very courſe of Nature. 
as inthe general deluge, when the very Fountains of 
*the great Deep were broken up, i. e. The waters which 
were in the bowels of the Earth, with thoſe of the 
vaſi.Ocean it ſelf, left their proper ſeat naturally ap- 


- 1: (4-)) His Verity or Trath;, Often, in the perfor- 
mance of: particular threatnings and predictions in 
particular caſes, as'thole before mentioned : and 
always, '( even inthem too.) 'in fulfilling the general 
Crrſes "and denunciations of his* wrath againſt 


hereby convinced, that his Judgments are not only 
righteous, but true. | ob, 

© (5.) His Omniſcience, or certain knowledge of all 
the Words and AQons of men, though never {6 
much concealed in all imaginable ſecreſfie: arid ſit 


by their own Confeſſion, ( as in the caſes ak 
eh. C5; : >» bt: Fonok 


(17) 

| Jonah, and others) thoſe things which were not 

otherwiſe diſcoverable. And (2:) by ftrange and 

unuſual accidents he ſets the mquiſitive humor of 

men on work, to lay odd and wnconth paſſages and 

circumſtances together, till at laſt they make a fuf- 

ficient concurrent Evidence, to convict MalefaQtors of 

ſecret and unknown Crimes; than which there is 

nothing more uſual in ordinary Courts of Fuftice. 

So that it comes frequently to paſs, as Zophar ob- 

ſerves, that the Heavens - firſt reveal mens iniquities, Job 26. 

and then the earth riſes up againſt them. "87s 
(6.) And /aftly, (not to multiply more particulars 

on this Head ) his Infinite Wiſdom, and moſt Pric- 

dent Counſel, whereby he manageth thoſe penal 

Providences fo, as to out-wit the wileſt of men, 

when they imploy all their Polfcy to ſecure them-, - 

ſelves : by which he ſhews himſelf we in 

Counſel, and gives the world daily occaſion wiſely to 

conſider bis doings, to find out the admirable contex- pa. 54. 

ture of the wheels and ſprings, by which that great % 

Engine is moved, which taker the wiſe in their own 

craftineſs,and ſnares the wicked(as the following part Job 5. 

br Text exprefleth it ) in the work, of their own 3 
And in many of thoſe great works, when Ages 

have ſtudied them all they can, yet till there is - 

ſomething remaining undiſcoverable to exerciſe 

the wonder- of the moſt curious 'Enquirers , and 

make them cry out with the holy Apoſtle, O the z,,.. 

depth | How unſearchable gre Gods Fudgments, and 11.33, 

bis ways paſt finding out ! And this hall ſuffice to be 

ſpoken to my fourth Head, | | 
V. The fifth follows, to wit, To give you the . 

beſt account I can, of | The diftingriſhing Charalters 
which ſuch Divine Fudgments are di &. 
m like Providence befalling men upon other Ac+ 


w— The 
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(18) 
. - The. zeaſan of , which diſquiſition is, becauſe 
God many times either aGively ioflifts, or . ( at 
hal ) paiſhvely permits great afflicking evils, to be- 
all men; yea,. the. beſt men; which are not to be- 
rank by us under this Head of Fudicial Execu- 
tions, as being intended. by God to, promote holy 
fefigns of his. awn of quite a different Nature, and 
tendency. | 
| Now. in the purſuance of. this great Enquiry, I 
ſhall fot adventure. to your conlideration ſome 
general obſervations . concerning Divine Judgments, 
which:may conduce to the governing our ſelves in it 
with due caution: and then give you the Charatters 
I promiſed. ” 
. Is. The general obſeruations are theſe. - 
_..[.1. | That {ach prblick, fignal Frdgments as my 


ext.and Dottrine, ſuppoſe, are a ſort of Divine 


Frgadences hich:God doth more. rarely than is 
ordinarily believed, exhibit to the world. For he 
himſelf calls the execution of Judgment in ſuch 
16.23. publick and notorious manner , his ftrange work, 
| LIam3. And (ſpeaking after the manner of men) tells us, 
» 3- .-.*tis that which, he.deth not willingly, 4. e. nat of his 
own natural propenſion, but'upon the urgency of 
ſome ſpecial occalions, which indiſpenſably require 
It; . Wherefore it is, that the obliging Inſtances of 
his: Mercy, and, Bounty, his Patience-and long ſuf- 
fearing, .and other expreſſions of his Geodneſe,, ( his 
molt; natural Attribute) are; the daily and: hogrly 
*_""exerciſe of his Providence : 'bat. thoſe other: harſh 
aad unwelcome Iffues of it (like annatural Births.) 
are produced but now and then. And that (1. 
partly, becauſe this world is not. properly ſecyltem 
* Merecedy, the ſeaſon for the revelation of the righteons 
t of God, wherein to. render to every man ac- 
ng. t0. bis works; but that bulineſs is reſerved. 
world td come, and the Day in which be bath 
*#iT appoin- 


a wes £ath) wen pH”, ©, we & 
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(19) 
appointed to jug ;the world by the man whont he hath AQs t7. 
ordained : thinks it  ( therefore )) not fit to * * 
leſſen the expeRation thereof, by a ſeeming ante: / 
cipation of the imployment thereunto: and. 
(25) partly, becauſe he is delirous to keep up the 
| juſt 2abre of ſuch great occurrenices by the rarityot 
| them 3 which if they were common, would grow 
into like diſeſteem with other things that comeun»: 
der daily obſervation : and (3«)). partly, becauſe;: 
as 2 boxntifil Bene fattor, he is not willing to ſixeigh- 
teut his liberality to the very worſt of men butto 
give them a plentiful ſhare of the good zbings of this _ = 
like, whoſe \poevien is laid out here ; And /aftly, be» PAl. r7. 
cauſe it conduceth to the glory of his Faſtice nano» '*: 
ther world, to give bad men - ( of themſelves in» 
clined to grow inſolent upon his forbearance the 
occafion of hardening their hearts in evil , by not 
executing Sentence againſt every wicked work, ſhes Zeclel 


ly. | 
[27] That it is highly! probable, that theſe ſorts 
of unuſual Providences are yet--rarer in the latte 
Ages of the world, than in the earlitr: and uhder 
the Goſpel, and among Chriſtians, then under the 
| Law, and among the, Fews. Becauſe there was in 
thoſe times more . occafion for them, and ufe of 
them, than now there is. Before the Seripture in 
any part was writttn; Tradition, with the reliques of 
the light of Nature, ſometimes. aſhfied with extreg« 
dinory Revelatidn, was the Rale whereby the wotld' 
was governed. But becauſe the :po - fornier were 
much - 66rrupted; and the third afforded biit now 
and then toa few eminently good men the gene- 
rality. had need to be often taught their Duty;'as 
Gedeon teught the men of Succoth with! thorns and Judges 
briarg,, ſharp and: ſevere: Providences. And eyeri'”*” 
after ſo much of it was written,”as ſerved to g6- 
*vern the Jewiſh Church under that — 


x” 


Rom, 
9. 4+ 


2 Cor. 
3- 14. 
2 Tim» 
J. 10, 


| (20)/ 
God was pleaſed to keep up ftill, -it1 great part, the 
ſame Method of adminiftring his Kingdom upon 
earth by exemplary Providences. ' As (probably ) 
conſidering, (1.,) that what was ſo written, was to 
be kept among them to whom it did principally 
——_ y and that the reſt 'of the world was to be 
eft generally in the ſame condition they were in 
before. And ( 2.) that ( by the difference put be- 
twixt the Fews and them, by a peculiar diſcrimina- 
ting Religion ) the' reſt of the world were generally 
like to be exaſperated againft them; fo, that had 
they not been kept in awe by ſuch penal Providen- 
ces now and then, they would continually have 
been attempting the extirpation of a ſort ef men ſo 
odious: and had not the Ferys themſelves been en- 
couraged in their ſingular Religion, by ſuch frequent 
miraculous appearances of God for the puniſhment 
of. their perſecutors, they would havebeen the more 
tempted to have purchaſed their peace with their 
Neighbours, by waving their Religious obſerva- 


. tions to purchaſe their good will. And (3. that 


this Law, to the Fews themſelves, was for the moſt 
part like. 4 book ſealed; in that the greateſt encou- 
ragements to obedience, ( the great Promiſes of the 
Goſpel _) were obſcured under dark expreſſions, and 
typical ſhadows, till = vail on 'Moſes his face = 
taken away by Chrift, and life and immortali Im 
were brought rag : and therefore tans 4: had 
fill much need to be quickned'to their duty by 
ſenſible Motives, And (4. 1aftly, that they were, 
by the very conſtitution and temper of the Nation, 


a very ſtiff-necked and unmanageable People 3 and 


{o not calily to be kept in obedience by bare written 


| ' Rules, withouta Rod of ſevere Temporal , 


frequently laid on the backs of ſame amongſt them» 
{c}ves, to keep the reſt in awe.” _. | OL 1:34 


And 


He. vc. Xt 


(21) 
And if we alſo conſider theſe: Particulars, ( as 
God probably did _) and ſome others that might be 
ſuggetted of the like nature 3 we may very well @ 
think be ſatisfied, that if we do not now hear of 
ſuch frequent notorious Execntions of Dies Toll: as 
then were the ftate of the Chwreh ſince and 
ag Church ſpread over all the world 3 the clearneſs 
and perſpicxity of his Do&rine in the main induce- 
ments to a good life 3 and the more plentiful eftu- 
fions of tbe Holy Spirit upon all fleſh to, produce 2 
more filial obedience thereunto 3 render it leſs neceſ- 
ſary that we ſhould do ſo: Eſpecially, ſeeing we 
have all thoſe great Inſtances of Divine ſeverity 
which were exhibited in thoſe ancient Ages, deli- 


ered. down even to us wpon whom the ends of the 1 Cor. 


world are come, by oy Teng 1 in writing, for or r6, I1, 


; admonition. 


3- ] That the certain Interpretation of ſuch rare 
Judicial Providences, when they now adays fall 
out, 1s. to us in theſe latter Times more diffiewlt, 
than it was to the men of Ee td ys, in which 
they: were more 69 ane Rn whereof 1 
becauſe God, fince Lady of pacing WEre Te 


DE 
em,.t we uſe 
left ES tp {| with the greatelt 


and moſt conſis exactpels , will fall very 
ſhort of Irfallibility, and amount, -at molt, only to 


a 4 Moral como, in molt calcs of that na- 


| That it is therefore very eafiet to miſtake in 
at air, and be deceived bythe making ſuch TIn- 
Een: of Divine Provi Iences Of this nature 
as 


(22) 
as Phancy and Paſſion, ( continually ready. herejn to 
interpole J) may be apt to ſuggeſt to us: and the 
-moſt- of men - Bp too many good men too) are 


JoTp prone to be miſled by them themlelves, and to- 


d others... 
[5+] That fuch errours ahd miſtakes, are not 
wr gala 6Iy than Fo they are _ 
made of ), ſinful and dangerous. "Be- 
ſa" þ by out aptneſs o avouch them, and ©( in a 
fort ) impo oſe hem on the belief of pores, = 
foo often. 3/67 out ſelves gyilry of proph ann 


Ken) ( > Which his et bf ec area 
d Saeſer our own fond conceits = 


"I Feefand oor, which isno lefs crime 
_ La ton Car nl the minting and veri- 
Jing. FI ot Coin in | worldly dealings and 


PR Penfs is to che pos Prince, under wiiorn we 
ae And 1k hh, C notwithſtanding al chit 


2G pad 162 2 new- caution inwas- in a 
hare of ſo gf rt”) Triiſt _ that 
my 


Greer her tyed up bis bands 
gent, ene eyen pl thefe 
ere the Gafpel is prea- 


{4 hn od bh far any ney 
imen us ap 
onto MI beyond" tis wxtmpſes bf #6 
former Ages .of Cnjſhenſ C with impu 5.1 
of paring nh 5s at, ; rk 

f 
the not Pr 


1h- 


*rg Tink 


CN a pawerfuf Ev -, 
nor? the: "Rami Cortat 


| 


(23) 
= in ſuch cafes, fo deſtitute of direftion, partly, 


rallel” Inſtances of Scripture 3 and 1 
- the genEral motions of Mankind in Age: 


concerning ſuch Providences; and:partly, Fab - 


concurring Evideiice of the citcumftances of thera 
when they ſo fallout, &e. but that we may, even _ 


in'theſe days,” by the ordinary aſſiſtance of Gods Spx 
# (even without -2 Revelation) diſcern fi 


+ cient marksand tokens of Divine Judgments upon 


many of then), / to lay a foundation'for the improve- 
ment of them'to the ends which God'penerally d6- 
figns by them, both to our ſelves and others, ' Fof 
a moral certainty, 'in ſuch matters wherein a Duty is 
tobe inferred from the various accidents-of this 
life, hath ( tous) theforceof a Divine Command. 
A Principle, which if it be not owned, we'miife 
neceſſarily be endangered to be poverned, in' oſt 
of-the ordinary : actions -of'-our+ preſent callings 
and -imployments ,/ by that” wild and extr 
Rite of 'exſpetiing; ſpecial $ eripture-determin4ions ini 


all the particularitics' of our worldly conditions3 


which no ſober man will own as wy meaſure to __- 
verr-his Adtions by. * 
"2, \And 'fuch (in the ſecond ilace ) as 1 have 
deſtrided, L hope, will the chavathers of remarkablt 
fn.) The gran that follows - © 7H 
= redneſs and prblickneſs of 2 Diving 
beyond Wha is common 40+7en , eſpecially, 
great, as in common repute to be above the 


ple of mar OI. " as have before intirmas 
tee ) gives:the firſt 2 fel pſoof Ye in this Gaſe, 
t 


Which” puts us, Cas it lawfully may, nay, more 
iv duty ought where the concernis ſome way our 
own.) enquiry \into 'the Natere of it, For 


upgn 
; weare wonted\to do fo-in)| Humane Societics. i a 


fivanger <ome- by'a:Gallows or a Whipping-poſt, and 
frew man banged; and drawn, and. MENG ar th 


—_ one, 


(24) 
one,. and. another ſeyerely whipped at the other ;-he 


_ will preſently be enquiring, wherefore ſueh perſons 


axe handled with ſuchſeverity in ſo;notorious a man- 
KS) And when-ſeverities, it may be far greater 
from God, befall Any With as publick cixcumſtan- 
ces, It: 15 equally rtional for the. ſpefators, ahd 
much more the ſafferers, to enquire what he means 
by chem 3 and. eye to ſuſpeRt the-worſt, that they 
may. be Fudicisl Executions, till he -be-informed 
otherwiſe. -, Yea, God himſelf intimates his appro. 
bation of -mens) inquiſitivenefs, in, ſuch caſeg'2 
when he tells the Fews, that he would inflict ſuch 
ſore. plagues on them, as ſhould; move all Nations 
to ask., W| berefore hath. the Lord done- thus: 4ntg 
this Land ? What meaneth the beat of this greas 

ef, 

G2) But this alone, is not a /afficient ehenatien 

to warrant us to- prohqunce ſuch a. ſtxoke to'bea 


Divine ap how- ſevere ſoever it be; except 


there ;appear as.evident and notorious | .crime..in 
conjun with-it. For the judging by the fi- 
mer w_ lingly, miſled obs friends mn his, Caſe.z 
and the men of Melita in the cenſure; they 

upon $t.-Pawl,; when they ſaw the Yi has 

ble hand... And-it may miſlead us inli __ ob 
it we interpret allſuch great and — leye- 
rities;/ on. , whomfoever they- fall, to he Divine 


Jadgments, .we. (ball be often endangered unjulily 


Pal, tO condemn the Generation of Gods beſt Children. Pit; 

73-15- Where botb theſe, in; the ſame perſons meet, Wer 
equal Evidence; we can hardly be niltkeny ( x4 
cept all Mankind: be ſuppoſed. ty be fo —__— 
commonly argue in ſuch caſesnqmpthi 


ulcef 
_a——s about -it )) will. miſlead us 


in calling '{uch Providences <7 
if we be miſtaken, it is C inafort,9* 
as. that which nay make a religious 


. 


(25) 
into ſuch affetions and ations as tend to Gods 
glory, aid our own benefit and advantage. | 
(3+) And a far greater evidence is given in this 
'Caſe many times, to make Divine Judgments ma-. 
nifeſt, by the fair and legible Impreſſion 2nd-Image of 
the very offence it ſelf, upon” the puniſhment in- 
ficted, The drowning of Pharaoh and the Egypti- gxcd.14; 
ans-in the Red Sea, was a putiilhment ſo like their: 
{in in ning all the male Children of the Uraclites Fxoc 
inthe Rizer : the burning Nazab and 4bibu with a1, 
ftrenge fire from Heaven ,, was a Divine firoke (0.1. 1, e. 
aptly ſuted to their offence in offering Incenſe with. 
ſtrange fire ts Heaven : the inceſtuous detilement of: 
Davids Conewbines by Abſalom; had ſo expreſs. a a Sm. 
ſignature of the detilement of Uriabs wife by Da» ** *** 
| wid: and ( tomention no more Examples at pre-=. 
| ſent )) the cutting. off the Thumbs and great Toes of Ju4zes 
| Adonibezck himlclf, was ſo ſignal a requital of the*”* © 
| | like cruelty ſhewed by: him to 70 Kings before :. 
that no- man needs to doubt the lawtulneſs of cal 
ling them by the Name they have always born, that 
of remarkable Divine Judgments. And it can 
rationally be no matter of {cruple- to any one, to- 
give Providences of the like fiamp the fame name 
ſtill; | | 5:44} M4 129 295 
(4) And it makes much to theſtrengthning 
the Evidence in ſuch matters, when ſuchremarhs- 
ble Divine ftrokes tread cloſe upon the heels of ſome » 
notorious offence , as oftentimes they do: yea, fo + 
' dbſe; as.to furpriſe the offender in the- very AR, » 
The ſiriking the Sodomites blind in the very attempt Pen-19: 
of a foul fin not to. be named; and the firing of ** 
the whole City the next morning with a ſtorm of | 
flaming -Brimftone 3 the cleaving of the Earth to Num. 16. 
ſwallow Kerah and his company, even whillt they ** 
fiooddaringly in the face of Ged and the Congre- 
gation, to avouch a foul - an againſt Moſes 
70 2 


_ (26) 
and @ facrilegious uſurpation of Agrons Priefibend ; 

Num. the running throwgh of Zimri and Cosbi, in the ve- 
25.5 xy. a& of bold __ m—_— nanny z the 
flaying of Belſhazzar the very night tollowing his pro- 

_- fane Debauch, aRted.by the abuſe of Gods Conſters- 
Dan, 5. ted. Veſſels to drutkenneſs., at: an Idols feaft 3 the 
' 3 . "turning of his Grandfather Nebuchadnezzar a-gra- 
Zing among oxen,, When that vauriting brag was 

Dani4+ ſcarce out of his. raouth, .Ts nos. this: great Babylon 
2123» that T bave built far the houſe. of 'the Kingdom, by 
ads 5.3, tht might of 'my power ? the {miting Anenias and 
22.23 Sapbiradcad, with'® lyc in their mouths to cover 
their ſacrilege 3 the eating wp. Herod.by. worms;-{0 
cloſely attending, upon his. owning the blaſphe- 

- mois flattery of the people ;; and many more like 
Inftances to theſe, none ever gave a ſofter Title 

+ to, than that of Drome Judgments. And where- 
fore the drunkerds breaking his! neck in his drun- 
kennels,. and the hetoring challengers -being ſlain 

in a Duel, and the ame perſons being ſmit- 

ten 'dumb or dead in his perjury, and the like penal 
events befalling other ſinners. in the very a& of 

other ſins of i as : hainous a nature z may nat 
Rill,. by a parity of Reaſon, paſs for Providen- 

. ces of the ſame denomination, I cannot ima- 


ne. 4, 6.44 

- (5-.) When ſuch pena! Providences are the evis 
dent and notorious conſequents of ;provoking and 
daring, - Appeals, Applications, or es ta Gad: 

of any kind 3 or of conteſts : with: bam 2 there is, all 

| ——_ m the world why we ſhould take then 
or- Divine Judgments, -extorted. by an impious ume 
portunity, or proyoking Inſolence. / 1. 4 S611 
7;) In caſe of s to God, mmplicit or ex-. 
Plicit.. ” When the bitter water , under. the Law,; 
envenomed by'the imprecation of the diſloyal. wife: 
againſt her (cl, in caſc x ar06 ivy he: 
a ( 


c 
e 
1 
| 
t 
q 


' Fexe will eyer doubt, whether there be 4 Dro 


(27) 
ſhe was ſuſpeQed of, cauſed ber belly, to ſwell, and 


her thigh to rot, the implicit Appeal to Gods De- Num. 5, - 


cifion- in this. caſe, made the evenit evidently to be * 


a Divine Judgment. When Korah and his Com- 


plices dare put it to a Divine determination, whe- ;. 
ter they had not as much right to offer Tncenſe as Aaron 
end bis Sons: The Event in this Caſe declared that 
God judged the, cauſe in which he was thus ap- 
pealed to againſt them? And when the wicked 
Fews by tumultuous out-cries call on Pate to cru- 
cifie "Jeſus tor a MalefaGior ,, and encourage him, 
when his Conſcience boggles at {o toul an a& of 
Injuſtice, . with this fearful ,jmprecation, ( in the 
vature of ſuch an Appeal) that, if, he were” riot 
guilty, God ,would lay bis blood on them and their 
children , and the Event of {6 many Ages hath 
declared the ſaid - guilt not -to, be, yet th off 
from their whole Potterity None but an harden 


Fudgment in this caſe or no, Lattly, When h iy 
Fob. ( againlt, the unjuſt charges of his cenſoxious, * 
triends, who.amang other.crimes, taxed him with 
breaking the arms of the fatberleſs ; i.e. That by his Job 23. 
Power. he had ſo cruthed them that they were diſa- * 
bled to maiptain.their right againſt him)had appeal- 

ed taGod forhis vindication,and imprecated againſt 
himſelf, that if he were guilty of this Crime, bis 

Arm might:fall. from bis Shoulder-blade,; and be broken Job 3t. 


by 


from the bone 4, e. That the flclh might rt from the 2 


bone, till his Axm fell from his Shoulder 3 if a lit-. 
tle-after , that: ym, had dropped off according to <T1 


his Execration,,.apd ſome concurring evidence 


pl had. apprnyed to; prove him guilty of the. 

tz. which he.  dickined, ( 1. fay, if it had 

is faln 'out,, which" it did not , becauſe he was 

invocent,).. hed - not his friends been juſtified, 

if they had, cryed out n 00.900 of the Fr 
-2n. 2 | 


Deut, 


"Ip . (28) 
miſt, Behold! the Lord is known by the Judgment 
that be executeth ! | 

2.) Incaſe of Addreſs or Application to him, in 
matters of another nature, As in promiſſory Oatbs, 
Cor which in ſubſtance is all one ) Imprecations of 
Gods vengeance , upon non-performance of what 
Fo undertake todo. bog _ _ either 
erious Or cuſt . Andinboth forts, G 
ments may be manifeſied , as the Mer” 5n, 
may be. 

(1.) In ſerious addreſſes of this kind. As in 
the Caſe of the Children of Iſrae! , when they 
were obliged to ſay Amen tothe fearfirl Curſes an- 


23 from nexed tothe Law 3 they did therein implicitly ad- 
* dreſs themſglves to God, and pray, that all thoſe 


29.21, 


Ver. 25, 
to 29, 


-.- For 


curſes, in caſe of difobedience to that Law, might 
befall them ; which Curſes are therefore called the 
Curſes of the Covenant , becauſe they covenanted 
with God upon that penalty to keephis Command- 
ments there mentioned. And therefore, after- 
wards, when God had exccuted thoſe ſeverities 
upon them , which made all the Neighbonr-Na- 
tions to enquire, | Wherefore the Lord had dealt ſo 


. with them, | Mien are directed by God to anſwer, 


Becauſe they have forſaken the Covenant of the Lord, 
the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt thu Land to 
bring upon it all the curſes written in this Book And 
wo wag telts them, that they new "7 ſear 
(1 4" raſh cenſure, where Gods 
ments che Cauſes. pe. were {© lx 
s#hough ſecret things belong to God; 4. e; in dark 
ally, we muſt not be On WR our 
tence upon Gods providential proceedings x yet 
things revealed, ( as Feb Fudgments inflicted 'upon 
ſuch a forfeitureby Covenant betwixt- God and & 
People are ) belong to us and or children, to inter- - 
pret and imptoye them. And the like may __ 
c 


_ 
. 
= 
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(29) 


kmnl enant with God to leave ſuch vices, and 
—_ their lives; and to bind themſelves the 
more firmly, imprecate ſuch evils upon themſelves, 
in caſe they fail in performance. Of which there 
is a notable Inftance in one of aur late Writers, of 


Sir Fervaſe Ellowis, ( as he calls him ) whoat the 4. pA 


nog of Execution took notice to all the people pres x.5;mer. 


ent of Gods juſt Judgment that brought him to 
that end : for that he had ſolemnly ( being given 
to gaming ) upon ſome ſpecial occaſion , prayed 
to-God, That if he did ſo any more,he might be hang'd : 
and having broken promiſe with God, he had brought his 
expn wiſh upon him. 
(2.) In cuftomary Addreſſes of that nature ; when 


- men upon every ſlight occaſion imprecate in the 


form of a cuſtomary wiſh, ( as a vain Parentbefis in 
diſcourſe, with ſome perſons too frequent ) any 
evil upon themſelves, to back cvery flight ay wm 
or trivial . Promiſe that drops unadviſedly from 
their lips : Theſe men, though they uſe not Gods 
Name explicitly in ſuch forms of diſcourſe, (and 
= Tf often even that is done, | I wiſh #0 God, 
Co 
it, and K hath the force of an application to G 
to inflid ſuch an evil on them. Now, if when 
men fail, 2s too often they do, in thoſe unadviſed 
promifes of theirs, and God brings the calamity 
they wiſhed upon them; 1qſhould not ſcruple i 
ſuch a caſe to look on it as the execution of a Di- 
vine Judgment, to warn people, how they uſe 
any expreſſions wherein Gods Name 1s concerned, 
in a ſlight and cxftomary manner. And lam per- 
{waded, if it were well obſerved, God doth to 
very many perſons of lewd Ton perform in 
carmneſt, what they ſo often inconliderately impre- 
cate in thjs world : and doubt he doth ſo tomany 
, C 3 rgore 


A 
% 


caſe of Jonthale perfons, when they vow and ſo-. 
V 


is too frequent a Phraſe ) yet they do imply 


v1 


4 (30) 
more in another world, where their | God-danm- 
me's ] and | The-Devil-take-me's | and the like - 
familiar forms of cuſtomary diſcourſe, with pro- 
phane men, are ( with the ſtinging atteſtations of 
their own. Conſciepces to Gods Taltice therein.) 

verified upon them to all eternity. 

3.) Incaſc of Conteſts with God, Gods Fudgments 
are often manifeſted and made known to be what 
indeed they are. As, 

. (1+) When they light upon the farious main- 
tamers of a falſe Religion againſt the vrue : eſpe- 
clally , :f in a publick and notorious competition, 
God. be (as it were ) challenged to appear in the 
vindication of his Truth. Which was the caſe of Baals 
Priefts in their notable conteſt with Eljab, where- 

rKiags in God brought them to publique Execution, by a 
5. miraculous Confutation in the preſence of-all Iſrael, 

(8.) When ſuch” Divine: ſeverities befall the pro- 
feſſours and propugners of Atheiſm and Irreligion, 
in oppoſition to all Religion. If ſuch perſons 
die not the common death of other men, the common 
vote of Mankind pronounceth them to be execu- 

vid. cic, ted by a Divine Fudgment, As appears, 'by the 
de Nat. cenſures paſſed by Heathens themſelves upon the 
1. I,& 2, firange ends of Diagoras 4 Protagoras , Bion , Thez- 
_ dorus , Epicurus , Pherecides, and others , who ci- 
iſp, - ther were, or were generally reputed, Atheiſts 
Bi-nis, among them: And by+-thoſe of the Holy Scri- 
Athen, ptures on Pharaoh : and of the Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
Zin ters on Caliguls, Maximinus, Julian, and many 0- 
1.4 ther Atheiſtical and prophane promoters of Irreli- 

ion, 

p (3.) When the like ſevere Providences befall 

- ſnch, as though they profeſs the trne Religion, yet 
becauſe they make uſe of that Profeſſion only as 

a _ to cover thoſe deſigns againſt it, ( which 
they dare not carry on with open face )--God 


fore- 


(31) | 

foxe-dooms m - the Scripture (as guilty of-moſt 
icious oppoſition againſt it ) to a notable and 
| Ruine: and Deſtruction. 'As in the caſe of 


the great Antichriſt, when God , having revealed 


hat wicked one fully, ſhall finally deſtroy both him, 
and his-Seat, where ſutthng in the Temple of God, he 
as-the Devil in Gods Name, by Satanical figns and 2 Theſ- 
lying wonders ; both the Church Militant and Tri- 1,” * 
umphant are called on to acknowledge and rejoyee 4poc- 
in the juſt Judgments of God executed on him and 15; 124 
his Adherents. | | 
(6. It is no flight Evidence to a Divine Fudg- 

ment,when (as it often falls out )an offenders Conſcience 

under fuch a remarkable ſtroke of Gods Hand, owns 

it as the juſt puniſhment of ſucha particular noto- 

rious Crime : and grves glory to God, ( with Achan)) 

by confefſing it before the world. When Adonibe- 

zek, convicted by his own Conſcience, cryes out, mac. 
a T have done, ſo hath God requited me: and Fo- 
ſephs Brethren, in the danger they were in to be exe- 

cuted for Spies in Eg ypt, charge themſelves with the 

guilt of their envy and cruelty againſt their Bre- 

ther 3 and acknowledge, that therefore that di- 2-4 
fireſs came upon them : And when MalefaGers at the 

place of Execution z and dehanched livers im {ome 

notable Calamities, and eſpecially in the near 

proſpect of Death and Eternity under ſome” fig= » 

nal ſtroke of Gods: Hand, accuſe themſelves, and 

attribute thole ſeverities to their particular Crimes : 

What Reaſon hath any man to give their ſufferings 

a milder name than they give them themſelves? 

And thus have I given you the beſt Charatters I 
could, by which to diſcern Davine Judgments from 
Providences of a like ſeverity, befalling men on other 
accounts: my fifth Head, =. 

VI. The fixtb follows : to wit, [ To give you &- 

recHons in ——__ of Dinin fudquens 
; 4 $0. 


(33) 
to particular Caſet, without offending againſt Fuſtice or 
Charice, < 

The Rieafon why ſuch direQtions are needful, 

is very evident. For we are forbidden by our Sa- 

Mat.7. 1. Viour, to judge Qur Brethren, left we alſo be judg- 
| ed. And in the noted Caſes of thoſe on whom 
ke r3, the Tower in Siloe fell, and theſe whoſe blood Pilate 
»2,3- mingled with their Sacrifices , our Lord ſeems to take 
the part of the Swfferers againit their Cenſires. 

Job 42.7, And. the miſcarriage of Fobs friends in their deal- 

| ings with him, is by God himſelf. expreſly con- 
demned. Wherefore, it is meet this Caſe ſhould 
be carefully ſtated, that we may ( in the preſent Ar- 
gument _) be ſatished, how far we may lawfully 
go in applying Gods Judgments, ſo as to preſerve 
our {elves from ſuch Errours. And in Anſwer to 
this Caſe, I ſhall ( as I did on the former Head ) 
firſt premiſe ſome Grounds to proceed on 3 and 
Ix thence proceed to the dire? ſolution of it according 


fo them. 
{- The Grownds which I ſhall premiſe, are 
thelc, 


| That it follows from what was ſaid on 
the former Head, that in ſuch Applications of 
Divine Judgments to particular Caſes, we are to 
: be very cauteJous and circumſpedt. 
. 2] And yet it does not follow, that we are 
totally. obliged . to forbear them. Yea, rather, 
. there are "divers Arguments from Seripture , 
. which give great countenance, and ( in ſome 
Caſes ) great encouragement, to the making of 


. .. (1. As firft, the Text it ſelf, which aſſerts ſuch 
- Fwdgments to be inieans whereby God is made kyown 3 
will neceſſarily infer, that in order to the making 
- this-uſe of them, we muſt be allowed the liberty 
+.of diſcreet and confiderate - Applicstion of wr 
ER" Wane Mis or 


(33) 
'For to ſuppoſe a- notable Judgment executed with 
fenal manifeſtation of a Divine Hand therein, and 
Fr ſe deſigned for men to take notice of it: 
bd yet, not to allow them to obſerve it in 
thoſe- cixcumſiances which render it moſt ob- 
ſervable, ( all which circumſtances are neceſſarily 
annexed to particular Caſes ) implies a 'contra- 
dicion. 
(2. The Scripture tells us of Holy Men who 
'have made ſuch particular Applications, and' have 
not been blamed, but rather commended for it ; 
and their examples left on ſacred Record for the 
4mitation. of future Times. It is given as an ho- 
nourable charaQer in general of good and holy 
men, that becauſe they have pleaſure in that im- 
ployment, they ſeek, out the great works of the Lord, —_ n 
of which theſe judicial Providences are a ſpecial 
part. And holy David propounds himfdf in par- 
ticular, as an encouraging example to patient ex- 
pectation of the Iflue in that ſtumbling Caſe of 
+ Divine Providence, | The notable proſperny of ſome 
notorious wicked men | telling us, that. he himſelf 
had ſeen ſome ſuch in great power, ( probably Saul PR. 37. 
, and his ptofane Courtiers and Favourites ) floy- 3% 3*: 
 riſhing like a green Bay-tret;, whom yet he obſerved 
in the Iffue notably extirpated, ſo that they could 
not be found, And that notable ſpeech'of Hezekiah 
to the Levites, is recorded to his commendation, 
( as'2 conſiderable part of that which gave him 
juſt Title to that honourable character, that he did 
that which was right in the ſight of the Lord, according 
16 all that bis father David bad done ) wherein he 
' * obſerves particularly, ( though with refle&ion up- | 
on his father Ahaz ) that the Lord had lately deli- r Chron. 
vered Judah to trowble and aſtoniſhment, and hiſſing aq 
and that their fathers fell by the Sword , and their © © 
ſons, and daughters, and wives, were yet in. capti- 
& ___vity, 


(34) 
vity, for theneglef} of Gods Hauſe, which he thence 
quickens the Preefts and Levites tor thofuture to take 
more care of. - = vin fhire 4 

(3- Good .men in general are encorraged with 
the promiſed proſpe} of Divine Judgments on ſame 
notorious wicked men, When the. wicked (ſuch 
whoſe proſperity was a tentation to good men 
to fret and be enviow againſt them ) are cut off, 
thou ( fays the: Plalmiſt to the man whom he en- 
courageth to wait on the Lord and keep bis way )) 
ſhalt ſee it , 1. e., (0 as to take notice of it to thy 
great ſatisfation and encouragement to depend 
on God for the future. And <lſewhere, the rigb- 
teow is told , that when the notorious oppreſ- 
ſing Judges, againſt whom that Pſalm is dire- 

- Cigd, ſhall be taken away 4s with a whirlwind li- 
wing, and in Gods wrath, i. e. brought in the 
prime- of their proſperity to a ſudden and vio- 
lent end; that he thall rejoxce when be ſeeth-the 
wengeance : and waſh his feet in the blood of the 
wicked, 1. e. in a kind of holy Triumph for the. 
manifeſtation of Divine Juſtice, ſhall even tram- 
' ple upon them when they lye in their blood, withe 
out tear of defilement, ( to which in other caſes 
the Jews by the Law for touching any thing of a 
dead Corps were liable ) any -more than they 
had waſhed their feet in water. 

(4+ And finners are blamed, for not drawing, 
Arguments of caution and reformation from the 
particular Inſtances of Gods Judgments in: their 
days. As Belſhazzar, for that when he ſaw and 


Pn. 5. knew how God had dealt with his proud Grand- 


father Nebuchadnezzar, he notwithſtanding lifted 
bunſelf up againſt the ſame God, before whom 
he ought. on that conſideration to have been hum- 
bled. _ And the -remaining Tribes of Judah and 
Benjawin axe  {cvercly. taxed , for that when ” 

| aw 


(.35.J 
ſaw that God had rejected and ſent into Captivity 
the Ten Tribes, their brethren, for their Idolatry'3 
yet they feared not; but went on confidently in the 
ſame - provoking, fin themſelves And it is not to 
be underſtood how any perſons can be obliged to 
take warning from particular Examples, if. they be 
not allowed to apply. ſuch Providences of God to 
them, in thoſe CR_s from whence that cation 
is to be gathered. | 

3.] Wherefore we muſt find out ſome other Tu- 
terpretation of thoſe Scriptures, which ſeem total» 
ly to prohibit all applications of Divine Judg- *' 
ments to particular Caſes: and particularly of 
thoſe before mentioned, And that (as to them. at 
leaſt ) is a matter of no great difficulty. For 


the firſt of them forbids one Chriſtian. indeed to Mar. 7.r. 


judge another : but it is only a raſh and a harfh 
cenſuring- Chriſtian brethren ( as the Phariſees 
were wont to do) even for the ſmalleſt faults; 
and that when the cenſurers themſelves, it may 
be, ( as they ) indulge themſclves in greater, (ſuch 
as are like beams to the others motes, as a 


. PPcars, 
v. 2, ) that is there forbidden, And the blame _ 13s 


which in the ſecond Text, the relaters of the fall * 
of the Tower of Siloe, and the mixing the blood 
of the Galileans with their Sacrifices by Pilate, did 
incur z was not barcly for taking notice- of theſe 
Events as Divine Judgments , . but for judging 
' the perſons (in a like Pharifazcal pride.) greas 
ter ſinners than others, and thaw themſelves in par- 
ticular z having, no other evidence to ground that 
cenſure, than that what they ſuffered was more 
ſevere than what uſually betell others; which in- 
deed was none at all. And. obs friends ( the 
third Text ) were cenſured by God -for making 


the like uncharitable and unwarrantable Inference - 


*from His. Proyidential ſcyeritics upon Fob. -= 
SEony ; 25k | at 


Ads $. 
In, 


(36) 
that all theſe Scriptures thus interpreted, ( as jn- 
deed they muſt be.) make nothing againſt the law- 
fulne(s" 'of a modeſt, ſober, prudent, and -di(- 
creet n—_ ot Divine Judgments to parti- 
cular caſes ; ſeeing in an application ſo qualified, 
we'{hall be ſecure from offending againſt 7»fice or 


{ 2. And therefore I proceed, in the next place, 
to give you the NireCtions promiſed you to preſerve 
you from ſo offending, in like applications of Di- 
wine ſeverittes, 

(t. Firft then, Privately and in our own boſoms, 
we may with more freedons and latitude make ſuch 
applications, than we may diſcourſe them withal to 
otbers : if withal we take care to turn our inward 
ſentiments only to thoſe uſes, which reflect Glo- 
ry to God, and benefit- to our ſelves 3 without 
gratifying any unlawful Paſſion, apt on ſuch oc- 
cafions to be ſtirred towards our ſuffering brethren, 


and neighbours. And yet, | 
; (2. When Gods Providence it ſelf makes any Caſe 


_ notoriow by producing an offender, as it were, 


and chaſtiſing him upon a publick Theater, the caſe 
being clear and evident of it (elf in the eyes of 
all men; no man is then bound up from bear- 
ing his part in the prblick, diſcoxrſe : but ( as he 
hath a call either by office, or occaſional chari- 
ity. to the ſouls of men to take notice of it ) 
every ons may, nay ought, to ſerve Gods de- 
Hgn therein, by making uſe of it for others, as 
well as his own , edification. And it is related 
as a. thing itmitable in the primitive Chri- 
ſtians,” that they: intetpreted the ſudden deaths 
of Ananias and - Saphira, as remarkable Judg- 
ments ;of God, and not only were poſſeſſed 
with great. fear themſelves on that eccation, but 


allo derived -that...feay - to-many others, by pub- 


(37) 
i it, ſo that eared 
—— ana 


of it. 
(3. We are not fo much in danger of offending 
agen Fuſtice or Charity in the application of Di- 
ne Judgments, when they betall great Commue- 
nities and Societies of men, as when they light 
only on particular Perſons, or ſmaller Parties. Fox 
_ Nations and other great = fall 
under t Epidemical calamities, wherein 
Ts He way or other ſuffers , or at leaſt is 
endavgercd to ſuffer; there God himſelf expects 
his hand ſhould be publiquely acknowledged, and 
due means uſed by religious Addrefles to him ſo- 
lemnly and generally made for the removing of . 
them; and in them requires that each Member 
bear a , and accuſe himſelf and be deeply 
ded, © being, a partaker in that guilt which 
procured them: So that what every one is obliged 
to own, is without injury or breach of charity im-, 
putable towthem all. Whereas there are very few 
private Caſes, wherein the Perſons ſuffering can be 
convincingly brought by others under a like obliga- 
tion, to own and acknowledge the particulars char-. 
ged on them by their Cenſurers, as the Cauſes for, 
which they ſo ſuffer': and ſo we are endangered to. 
charge them at adventure, and thercin to be unjuſt 
and-uncharitable. : 
(4 hn run'lefs hazard of - violating Fwſtice. 
"Charity, in applying ſuch Dine ftrokes, 2s 
Frdgments to . ſome xr An than to. others, Fox, | 
whereas .there- are ſome notoriouſly bad men, who,!6. 3-5. 
publiſh their fin as Sodom, and proclaim them-, 
{elves to have no fear of God. before #heir eyes, be- 1g, ® 
ing altogether become filthy or - ftinking . ( as the Plal. 14. 
Margin bath it ) in' the noſtrils of all ſerious and ,** - 
ſober perſons 3 ſ@ that no. Cherity, be it never (o 
large, (-except it be wiltully blind withal 2 
» judge 


likewiſc as many as 


(38) 
dye better of them; when any remarkable hand 
of finds theſe perſons out, to ſcize- them for 
pabligie Exemplary punifhmene;, I cannot. ſee, 

why : we: may' not ,- without any hefitation in. a 
cafe fo plain, think and: ſay,” This: is 4 remarkgble 
Fudgment of God and a fair warning to all. men 
| #6 avoid ſuch corrſer. And effiecially if ſuch: per- 
_ ſons have arrived to that height of profeſſed -wic- 
. Pl; kedncfs as to glory in their ſbame at that rate, as 
"'PEL rx, to ſet themſelves down in the ſeat of the ſcornful, 
| and ſcoff Religion and' Vertue out of counte= 
nance, as a thing deſpicable and coritemptible 3 and 
toown themſelves inaltcompanies, as the publique 
He&os and Champions of prophaneneſs and impie- 
ty, and profeſſed perſecuters of all perſons that.dars 
appear on the ſide of God and goodneſs, For in 
fuch caſes, as T told you before,; the opinion' of all 
the world juſtifies ns, in'making'the ſ{evereſt refle« 
Gjons upon their ſufferings. - 
But when ſufferers, though the hand of God 
le' heavy upon! them, are either eminently good 
- men,'or ſuck as'in the judgment of rational cha», 
rity: we are bound' to think well of :for the magini; 
though they” have: their allay of humane fraiky; 
atid- re God; though ' mixed: with droſy x! yew, 
or f{uch,- as. there is hope they\may -becotne-,bet- 
ter, becauſe _ is _— CEO_ them. 
deſperately and 'inicorrigabl 2 We are \towaings 
all theſe Hoarktr—ptcgth proceed: in! « ing: 


_ ._ with far greatdr Caution, and the hetter- theywave;” 
' thee 'more muſt be obſerved according to the iofot+. 
> mat lowing meaſieres. Sha ; 3 8 > Mg” 


”-F.) Thar we endeavour to be as ſparing/ith: 
* applying thele ſorts of Divine-Providencesy'to thei 
caſes of particular perſons under the former \ichas' 
raters as God is 'in mflifing them; and To_ 
as loth and unwilling to do the one, as' © i 


(39) 


' do the other, For it is very uncharitable for any 


man-to be over-forward in crying out, upon eve- 


unuſual ftroke upon another, 4 Judgment, 
dem becauſe Fhereby he cruelly vexeth his 
ſores; a thing which is -done by no- 
thing more than by exaggerating his calamities 
with .the repreſentation of Gods: diſpleaſure te- 
ſified in them. © Beſides; that the haſtineſ7 of men 
m fuch applications, Iooks too- much like that 
diſpoſition which: Charity diſclaims, of rejoyeing Cor. 
in iniquity, i. e. in the opportunity of coloura- 53 * 
ble laying a criminal matter to ones brothers * 
charge, without ſtaying to examine what ground 
there is for it : as on the contrary, to rejoyce in the 
Trath, 1. to be glad when by the'difcovery of the 
truth, our own and others ſuſpicions or miſappre- 
henſions concerning him are removed, and he'vin= 
dicated, 'is 'a charitable Temper; as the Apoſtle de- 
feribes it. | | 4147 
-2.)) That we do not firſt: fancy a Divine Tudg- 
ment. in our own thoughts to have befaln' ſuch 
a Perſon or Party as we do not affect; and- then 
fearch - out iniqnitres, .C in the Pſalmifts Phraſe or Pal. 64, 
make a ſtrict Inquiſttion, to find out criminal mat- " | 
cers/ in him to/apply it unto, for the juſtification 
of our own cenſure. For this is' a prepoſterous 
inverting of- the Rules: of Juſtice, * which is 'ne- 
ver ' wont - to- pronounce ſentents firſt at all ad- 
venture, 'and'-then examine \the Cauſe, or''ra- 
cher, 'wbether there be any canſe'+ and a great breach 
of Charity alſo, as iniplying a malicious defign 
againſt our brother; which we' ſeth 4n oppottunity 
£O execute. 2) 1 "F281 
- This ſeems to be the: fault of thoſe Diſciples 
themſelves, who enquired of Chriſt concerning the 
man-#hat was born -blind : for they tirlt refolve upon 
it; that this 'was 2 Fadgment of God on him f 


fome 


(40). 
fame fir, and then they came to' bur. Saviour t6 
Joh. g. 2- £lolve them, for whoſe. fin it was, bis, own, or bis 
Parents * And it ſeems evident, by the whole car- 
riage of their diſcourfes, that Fobs friends, though 
they. unanimoufly. firſt, conclude .among theme - 
ſelves, that his, {afferings were Divine Judgments 
upon him for, ſome foul crime; yet they are at a 
| loſs what crime of that nature to find him 'guil- 
ty of, and therefore they tax him at all adyen- 
ture, ,with all the horrid Crimes they can imagine, 
to draw a confcflion from him at leaſt of ſome of 
them, for the juſtification of theit own uncharita- 
ble cenſure. | | 
3.) That we do not haſtily call ſuch ſevere 
Providences of God towards ſuch particalar Per- 
ſons, Judgments , whom we can charge with no- 
thing that is notoriouſly finful, in the general. 
Zudgment Of - all Mankind, or at leaſt, of all Chri- 
ftians, For it is 'a great piece of wncharitable- 
neſs, as well as anjuſtice, which is too ordinarily 
practiſed in ſuch places where the common Chris. 
Gianity is crumbled into SeFs. and Parties ; for 
diſſenters of all ſides to impute the ſufferings 
befalling their oppoſites, to Divine diſpleaſure a» 
gainſt them for holding ſuch opinions as differ 
toom theirs, or praciling in ſome particulars 0- 
therwiſe than they do. Now this ariſeth ordi- 
parily from a partial fondneſs which every | one 
hath. for his own ; $arig or wsy: Which inclines 
bim. to, think God hath as great a kindneſs for it 
as himſelf, and his Party have: and to conclude, 
all . his Providences to be, accordingly engaged: 
to ſerye under thoſe banners of diſtindtion, under 
which he hath liſted himſelf: whence ſuch per- 
ſons find it caſte ( upon every unuſual ſtroke of; 


' God upon any that are not every way agperable 
to their humour to conclude , that the very. 


point 
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be rationally expected, the Jiltiesf them hand 


(4r') 


pbint in difference betwixt them is judged by 


\ 


God and their oppoſites , confuted from Heaven 


by a Demonſtration of- Divine di{pleaſure againfi 
them.. And. ſuch | an unhgppy Paralogiſm- as 
this; we arctold by our Hiſtorians, it was, which 
in the dark. times of Popery, gave the cauſe, 
inthe opinion. of an whole. Synod , againſt the 
married Clergy, when the fide of the Room where 
the maintainers of it ſat fell down, killing ſome, 


and hurting others. | For thereupon they that 


were for' Prieſts ſingle life, cryed down the Canſe 
of the faln Party with them, as witneffſed againſt 


_ by God himſelf; and by that ſorry Argument 
, and Noiſe prevailed. Now againſt this great mi- 


ſtake ( by the way. ) we (hall. never be ſufficiently 
armed except we govern our Apprehenhons by 
theſe Too Principles. | | 
(1.) That God never appointed the dark, Ree 
of Providence ( to us it is noother _) to judge Car- 


ſes by, whether right or wrong, good or bad, - Of- Jadg.20: 
tentimes , for ſecret ends of his- own, he blaſts-a *'2*5: 


good, and proſpers a bad cauſe, as the ba Cayſe of 
the Benjamites, in two {ct Battels,, againſt the good 
Canſeof the Eleven Tribes : and the horrid and blaſ- 
pyemous Impoſture of the Mabometans hath now 
tor many Ages, by- the permiſſion of Providence, 
proſpered wonderfully againſt the greateft part of 


the Chriftion world: 


2.) That Gods great and ſignal Fudgments, 
of which we are diſcourling, are now adays rare- 
ly infliged, but- for. ſuch Grimes as are generally 
condemned in, the. 7#dgment of all Mankind, or 
at leaſt, the generality of Chriſtzans, according as 
he deligns the notice of-them to be ſpread in'a 
greater or narrower compaſs. And the Reaſon 
is evident, to wit, becauſe it cannot otherwiſe 


Rom, 2, 


Mat. 10, 
37s 


i) 


be clearly, and convincingly owned, and ſo the 
ood" they are intended for muft needs be hazar- 
ded' to fo many as are diflatished in the merit 
of the Cauſe that is, taken to procure them. But 
whep a. Divine ſeverity juſtly makes an example 
of any perſon. in the general opinion notori- 
ouſly - criminous 3. they are all inexaſable , who 
thenceforward do the ſame things they condemned 
in another, C as the Apoſtle | faith) and confeſs 
Gods Judgment to have righteouſly befaln him 
for. | | 
4.): That' we' publiſh not on the houſe tops ( in 


' our Saviours phraſe: on another: occafion _) that 


which is, it tnay be, whiſpered in our ears only ;, 
and few, poſſibly no other perſons know of. For 
it may ſo fall out, that our intimate acquaintanice 
with ſome men, and their circumſtances, may 
give us knowledge of their particular vices, ſecret 
as toall the reſt of the world 3 and of Gods ſeeret- 


frrokes befalling them in their perfons or private 
- concerns, which: we in our own thoughts may: 


rationally conclude to be Divine Judgments in- 
flited for them. - Now in ſuch: Caſes , though 
we'may with great charity declare our apprehen- 
ſions hereof to the parties concerned. themſelves, 
and admoniſh., and exhort them on that otca- 
ſion-z yet it were great uncharitableneſs' to pub- 


liſh to others either the one or the other, / 

: For, when God intends ( as appears by his way 
of proceeding therein ) anly a private corre@ion+ 
it muſt proceed! from- a defe& of 'charity in us; if 
we by dibulging it, turn it- into /a'publique Exe- 
cution , to the expeſmg. our Brother to an open 
ſhame. And the very juſtice of every petty School 
may convince us of the evil of fo'doing z / where«' 
in_the corredtions given within-thoſe walls. are* 
torbidden to be divulged\, under. a like penalty 

ws -d y to 


”s 
— 


5-7 _ 7, 
to that which the diſgraged School-fellow ff -* 
fered. T F. 2 8 Br 

. 5.) That we apply not the ſevere-ſtirokes of God 


| upon out veigh ur to the fatisfacion- of uur 


private een and reven eful Humour : which 1s 
> pee when we think fuch as lie \under 
them have wrobped us, (or it may be they re- - 
ally have ſo) and we conclude, their ſafferings | 
are Divine Judgments befalling them on our Quar- 
rel. This was.the uncharitable Cenſure of Shime; 
againſt David, when' he tells' him that God bad 
avenged on him the blood of the Houſe of Saul , by 


{ 


the Rebellion of Abſalom For 'it is plain by the 2 Sam. 


Text, that 'Shimei was of the very familyof Saul: 
and it may be Jooked upon himlelf, as in ſome 
probable vicinity to the Crown, f the ſucceſſion 


- of it had continued in that family. At leaſt *tis 


robable, . that ,by the tranſlating it from thence, 
e found his hopes (. as to thoſe preferments and 
other advantages "which. uſually, are attained” at 
Court by thoſe of the Royal Blood ) blaſted and 
defeated. It is true indeed that Gods Juſtice doth 
ſometimes appear. in the remarkable vindication of 
eminently good mens, atnd his uſeful Inftruments. 
Cauſes : but for every ordinary perſon upon evety 
petty trifling injury, to expect that he ſhould do 
the like for him, , or ſuppoſe he doth it, is too great 
a Preſumption, h 
6.) That we judge not our Brethrens efate 
towards God, and much lcfs their fitwre eſtate from 
oe moſt evident Judgments temporally befalling 
tNEemM. - i I | 
(1,) Not their preſent eſtate towards God, For 
a ſore Judgment may befall a man greatly in Gods 
favour, for a foul' Crime, as in the caſe of. the 
Death of. Davids child , inflicted, cyen' afcer his 


' Repentance , for thoſe hainous ſis of Aadultiry 


Dz2 | and 


(44) 
-and. Murder becauſe he had by them cauſed the 
* Enemies of God to blaſpheme ; doth evidently ap- 


. (2-) And much leſs nwſt- we thence judge 
their *ficture eftate in another world. . For there 


-10., is. no {ufficient cauſe to judge even” Nadab and 


Abibs, the inquiſitive-Bethſhemites , Vzzab , and 


-19. others, damned; though God ſmote, them dead 


in_unwarrantablke ations. - Yea, even Moſes and 
Aaron themſelves dicd by a Divine Sentence, in 
the. Wilderneſs for their fin at Meribah: and yet 
- one of, them ( Moſes  ) we have ſufficient evi- 
dence is in glory ; and have no reaſon to doubt 
the caſe of the other, Yea, men may be judged 
of the Lord, (in. the Apoſtles ſuppoſition ) when 
chaftened with ſickneſs and death extraordinary, 
that they may not be condemned with the world : and 
» an offender delivered even to Satan, may ſuffer. 
.. to the deſtruttion of the fleſh, that bis ſpirit may be 
ſaved in the day of the Lord, 4. e. in the private 
| Jndemnent which he undergoes from the Lord at his 
ccatn, e 


7.) That we aſhgn not particular fins as the 
Tpecial Cauſes of : Divine udgment too perem- 
gry; except where the circumſtances notoriouſ- 
- ly evince it by the Rules. before given, or {ome of 
them at leaft, For if we be therein miſtaken in 
our Judgment; yea, if there be no moral cer- 
tainty that we are not miſtaken, (ſuch .as may 
rationally convince the perſons  concetned-'and 
others thereof ) the end which We are ſuppoſed 
to defign by ſach application, -( t6 wit, to ren- 
der the particular fin to which we, attribute the 

ocuring that Judgment mort formidable ) is 
Joſt upon thoſe whom we particolarly intend 
to. benefit by 'it and others too: "and we our 
{clyes are liable © to be cenſured, for putting an 
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a brand upon our brother without'z 
CIaule. \ . 

8.) That we vaunt not, or magnifie our * ſelves 
againſt our ſuffering Brother , by comparing our 
ſelves with him, as if we were therefore the 'bet- 
ter men , becauſe we fare better at Gods Hands 
he. This is one. property of Charity, (among 
the many excellent charaQters given it by the A- 


poſtle ') that it vawnts not it ſelf, ( i. e. with the x cor. 
diminution of a mans brethren, for elſe it were 3 4+ 


rather a deſcription of Humility ' than Charity ) 
nor is, upon ſuch an account, puffed up. And 
the moſt uncharitable account upon which any 
man can vaxnt to the leflening of his brother; 
is, when it is done meerly upon the difference 
that Gods only pleaſure makes betwixt the one 
and the other, This ( among many others ))- was 
one great Piece of uncharitableneſs in Fobs friends, 
that having in his ſad ſufferings taxed him with 
being of the number of thoſe whom God had 
fignally branded with remarkable Judgments, and ' 


a partner in guilt with thoſe of the old world Job22, 


whofe foundation was overflown with a flood, though 


. he were differenced in his puniſhment , being a 29> 39- 


ſufferer by the contrary Element of fire ; they in the 
mean while boaſt , that their ſubſtance was nos 
cut down , as being, men more acquainted with - 
God, more hxmble, more innocent, as they imply, 
when they adviſe Fob upon' their experience to be- 
come {otoo. 499 

9.) That \we make no mans religious living for- 
merly, or eminent profeſſion of it, ( no not though 
we have ſome cauſe to think him declined from 
it now) * by objecting it to him under (uffer- 
ing, a part of his calamity : nor occaſion him whilſt 
he fi under Gods hand to ſuffer for his ſake 
too: A thing too uſual, when bad men apply the 

D 3 Judge 


dr 46. + POR? T 

udements of God (.or thoſe which they -inter-+ 

Us to be ſuch AS, men, or thoſe who have 

had.'a. reputation to. he ſuch, beyond their neigh- 

bours.. For this is to give them ( as the Perſecu- 

tors did to our Saviour _) gall and vinegar to drink, 

when :they have already bitterneſ7, enough upon . 

their ſpirits. from the Cxp of their, Croſo, -that 

God appoints them to drink, of This was to Da- 

vid, -as he tells us, like a Sword in his bones, when 

profane- men ſaid to him in his affliction , Where 

Pſal. 42, #5 10w; thy God? and when they caft in his Teeth, 

20. * (as their ſucceſſors did afterwards in our Saviours ) 

his former #rrſting in God, as if it had either been 

PLL. Hypocritical, or ( if real ) miſplaced on. one (bs 

22% that. had thus forſaken him. 'Now to deal thus 

with our neighbour, is at all times greatly un- 

charitable, For. it cither. argues an hard cenſwre 

of him that he is an hypocrite 3 or a greater and 

fqulex- effrent, if we do: not ſo eſteem him 3 for 

then we turn ( as the ſame Pſalmiſt elſewhere 

taxeth men of the ſame uncharitable temper _) his 

PAL 4.3. glory into ſhame, and endeayour to make that a 

 __ madfter of diſgrace to him which is really moſt com- 
mendable. 7 

Io.) In a word: That we do not reoyce, an- 

ſult, ox triumph over any man under Gods hand, 

upon any account z much leſs revile, and reproach 

him; but really pitty, bewail , and condole. with 

tum xather; and (as wc have opportunity ) it- 

ftrut, admoniſh , comfort, and pray tor him, For 

to; do the former, is the conltant guiſe of thoſe 

that ( in the' charactex of Gods Holy Spirit in the 

Scripture _) are marked. for wicked men, The 

\ Obair:, Heathen Edomites were ſuch; and they rejoyced in 

\ ©. © the day of Judah's dittreſs, Davids Enemies, ( be- 

| ing fo to him on Gods account ), were ſuch 3 and 

b LY 35. in his adverſity they rejoyced. Our Saviours Per EC 
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tors were ſach; and as they judged him ſmitten of | 


God, they ſhakgd their heads at him upon the Crofs, 15:33-4+ 
and reviled him with moſt unſavoury and reproach- 27. 4o, 


ful ſpeeches. "© 414% 
And alchough there be ſeveral Paſſages in Mark is. 


Scripture whic 
ments as 2 glad ſpefigcle to good men, and a 
matter of rejoycing , when they befall thoſe that 
are notoriouſly wicked : As when it is prophelied, 


ſcem to propound Gods Judg- **< 


That the righteous ſhall rejoyce when be ſeeth the Pfal. 58. 


. vengeance, &c, And when God calls on all the.” 


Saints even in glory, ( the holy Prophets and Apo- 79% 


files eſpecially ) to rejoyce and triumph over Anti- 


s chriftian Babylon. 


Yet it 1s to be obſerved, that theſe and the 
like. Texts relate only to fuch as were Gods prub- 
lique and notorious enemies : and the joy and triumph 
required or allowed, in their deſtruction, is only 
upon account of the ſucceſs of his cauſe againlt 
them, and the vindication of his Glory and In- 
tereſts, As appears remarkably in the Pſalns 
quoted , wherein he tells us, how the obſer- 
vers ſhould expreſs their joy, to wit, by taking 


notice, that werily there is @ reward for the righ-P 


teous, and that verily he s a God that judgeth in 
the earth. 

But the latter diſpoſitions and deportments are 
recommended to us by the Examples of the beſt 
men, and moſt eminent of Saints, When Fobs 
friends had dealt ſo uncharitably with him, he tells 
them what a different uſage they ſhould have 
found from him, if their ſouls had been in his ſouls 
ſtead; and affures them, that thpugh he could in 
ſuch a caſe have ſpoken as did to him now, 
and beaped up words againſt t and ſhaken his 
bead at theix calamity, as they uſed him: yet he 
would: have ſtrengthned tha with bis month , _ 

| 4 - 
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' Job 16, the moving of his lips (hold have aſſwaged their prief. 
65 And kits very bitter Jrege that 09: 
: ted over his ney, ors ick, he once bim- 
_ Plal-35, ſelf with ſackcloth, and bis prayers, though un- 
- tefully received by them, Fd thrown back in 
nn into his boſom, whence they proceeded, were 
heartily and ſincerely from that boſom poured out 
to God for them. And our Saviour , the molt 
perfect of men, to the' many ſufferers under Gods 
hand whom he relieved, was generally ſo com- 
| paſſionate; that he took,on bim, by a merciful Sym- 
Mat.s, pathy, all the Infirmities that he cured, and bare 
17 all his Patients fickneſſes, Yea, he could not for- 
bear weeping over the very proſpect of thoſe Tra- 
gedies he forctold himſelf againſt Ferzſalem, though 
Luke 19, the Shambles of bis Prophets, and his own Slaugh- 
41. Hter-houſe, And God expcas, ( as well as the fof- 
Job6. ferers themſelves _) that to him that is afflifted pity 
21, 23. Jhould be ſhewn, eſpecially, if the hand of the Lord 
| hath touched him : and diſlikes that men ( in their 
brethrens calamities _) ſhould perſecute like him, i. e. 
take the ſame liberty of harſh and ſevere uſage to- 
wards them, as God does, as if they could do it 
with like right and juſtice as he. Ina word, it is 
his expreſs command, that to ſhew our ſclves to be 
of the ſame mind one towards another,” we not only 
Rom. 12, rojo with them that rejoyce, but weep alſo with thoſe 
35,16. 3hat weep. And thus I diſcharge this fixth Head 
alſo. : , 
"VI. Come we now to the ſeventh and laft, to 
draw ſach Inferences from this whole diſcourſe as 
_ May be of uſe and advantage tous. wi 
? '', And firſt, I infer the great Reaſon that 
there is for a genefal Fndgment in another world. 
For, ſeeing God is known by the Judgment that he exe- 
exteth;, and-all that which he executeth here, ex- | 
tends but to a few offenders3 and it may be, rhe 


notice. 4 


, (49) 


ef. F notice taken of thoſe Execxtjions that are made, 
Il reacheth but a ſmall port of Mankind : 'it ſtands 
z- f with the higheſt Reaſon, that there ſhould be a 
4 Time wherein all the world' may ſee ( even thoſe 


n that while bis band was lifted up on earth would not 1%-26- 
e ſee) that juft and true are bis py > Beſides, 
j by the rareneſs of the Judgments be executeth here, 
t inſtead of being known as he ought, 'he is by many 
S apt to be miſunderſtoad , whillt they are generally 
ſtumbled at his letting ſo many notorious offen- 
ders eſcape for one that he puniſheth : and thoſe 
that eſcape hage, many times are the greateſt and 
moſt proſperous of men, that even dare his juſtice, 
by ſetting /their mouths againſt the Heavens them- Pal. 93, 
ſelves. Wherefore, that he may make it known, * 
that he ſpareth not ſo many high and mighty offen- 
ders ; either through impotency, or partiality 3- it 
is caſie to infer, that there muſt be ſuch a day, 
wherein all men, whether they be ſma!l or great, ſhall 
ſtand before hin, and be judged according to their Apoc.20, 
works, a; ; 
o I infer,. that thoſe men do God great diſſer-- 
2jce, who either carelcſly over/ook, or defignedly en- 
_ deavour to Juppreſ and keep from the notice. of 
the world, theſe remarkable Divine Tudgments : or 
C when by reaſon of their own publique circum- 
; ſtances they cannot but be taken notice of by 0- 
thers )) attempt to ſlur, and fiifle as mach as they 
can , the evidence of thoſe particularities which 
{o much conduce to the preſerving and propaga- 
ting the knowledge of God in the world, Thoſe 
of the former ſort are injurious in an high degree 
to God 3; who, when he expoſeth his glorious At- 
- tributes to view as on'a Theater, will not vouch- 
ſafe to be ſpeffators of them. But thoſe'of the lat- 
ter Tank are prodigiouſly wicked. And yet too , 
many even of theſe are to be found in all ages a. | 
| I | ne 4 
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ſuch remarkable Judgments, and to lead the ap- 
prehenſions that people naturally are apt to have 

of them, as far from God and Providence as they 
can find any colcur to do. Thus the Eg yptian 

' Magicians ( encouraged by a prophane Atheiftical 
King, as well as prompted thereto, by their own 
malice  ) emulated the miracks that Moſes did, 

and by frequent attempts to do the like ; endea- 
vourcd to perſuade the People, that there was no- 

thing in them beyond the power of created be- 

ings to cect; till God at laſt in the plague of the 

Lice, drew from them an unwilllng confeſſion, 

that neither they nor their maſter the Devil could 

Exod. 8. imitate it, and that therefore it was the finger of 
God. And it ſcems to me, that-the Prieſts and Di- 
viners of the Philiſtines, were willing '( when they 
were called into conſultation what to do with the 
Ark, of God }) to have carried on as bad a deſign, 
and to have perſuaded both themſelves and the 
people that it was a diſpatable caſe, whether the 
God of Iſrael had inflicted thoſe Judgments upon 
15am. 6- them , which they had ſuffered; or whether it 
were 2 meer chance that had befaln them, And 
therefore, though they ſpeak ſome good words 
concerning the God of Ilracl, and give their ad- 
vice, that if they returned the Ark, they ſhould 
make him ſome Preſents too, ( it may be forced 
 thereunto, as Caiaphas propheficd , by a Divine 
impulſe ) yet they contrive to put the determina- 
tion of that great Queſtion upon the iſſue of ſuch 
an odd Experiment , as without a miraculous in- 
fluence of the Lord of all the Creatures; upon 
thoſe that they imployed , would in all rational 

- probability have determined it-againſt God, For 
It was ten thouſand to one,adds, but that the 
Kine ( beipg milch Kine , and; Mheir Calves newly 
_—T 
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- the world, who ſtudy to darken Gods glory in 
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Neighbours ; or it may be, accuſe the Devil bim- 
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 raken from their ſides, and ſbwt wp in their light, 


juſt- as they were put into the Cart, that was b 

their advice to carry the Ark _) being let looſe 
without a driver , had tumed, as nature would 
prompt. them, the ſame way their young ones had 
gone, rather than towards the Land of Iſael, And 
a, foul ſcandal it is to the Chriſtian Name, that 


to many of thoſe who bear it, do herein a&, as 


if they joyned in defign with the fore-mentioned 
Heathens. For, belides 'the downright Atheiſts , 
( too many of wham paſs muſter now adaysun- 
der Chriſfts colours ) whom TI have before contu- 
ted; the ſattiſh and prophane generation of men are 
delixous to look befide God in all fuch ſtrokes 
leſt by confelling his hand in them , they ſhould 
be obliged to be more Religious, than ſutes the 
Intereſt of their Lufts. Whence, in the calami- 
ties which at any time befall themſelves or others, 
thoſe of them who pretend to but the lealt ſmat- 
tering, in Philoſophy, ſeck for cauſes to aſhgn them 
to, either in the general order- of Nature, moved 
when once ſet a going, without any ſpecial hand 
of God governing, the motion of it ſelf; or in 
the Tafluence of ſuperiour Bodies upon the inferionr, 
by the ConjunQtons and Oppolitions, or other 
Aſpects of Planets, in imaginary Houſes, which 
the inventions of jugling Aftrologers have built 
for them in the Heavens to conſult and quarrel 
in, about. the government of the lower world 
or to the diftempers at ſome ſeaſons naturally cor- 
rupting the Elements, and by. them the bodicsy 
yea and the very minds of men. Others of a 
lower rank in their Intellectuals, through an ig- 


. Horant malice ſuſpe& the evil Tongues of ſome 


perſons who have ſome way or other ( and often 
yndeſervedly _) gotten» an evil. Name among their 


{elf 


ty to' cry down God and Providence, And ſuch 
; _ - | 
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ſelf for paying them ſome ill turns be owed them, 
though they were never known to have carried 
themſelves ſo towards him as to deſerve any ſuch 
ulage from him. In all which, and the like con- 
jectures, it is the main buſineſs of the champions 
of Ignorance and Prophanenels, to caſt a mift be- 
fore their own eyes 'and other mens, to obſcure 
the Providence . of God in thoſe Judgments which 


be executeth, left he ſhould be known 'by them. 


Which . certainly is a crime of the greateſt 
magnitude: for it argues an envy at the gjoxy 
which Gods wonderful Providences are wont to 
procure him in the world : than which there 
can hardly any attempt be conceived more S4a- 
tanical, 

[3.' We may hence infer, How great Reaſon 
there' is, that ſuch Fudicial Previdences ſhould be 
exaCtly taken notice of, and with all the notable 
circumſtances which moſt manifeſt God, recorded, 
and tranſmitted to Poſterity. The learned and 


- Judicious Lord Yerulam takes notice of it as a de- 


fc in the hiſtorical part of Learning, that there 
is not extant an impartial and well-atteſted H;- 
floria Nemeſeos, (as he calls it ) an account of the 
moſt remarkable Judgments of God on notorious 
offenders z and complains of it. And it were to 
be wiſhed, that God would put it into the heart 
of ſome ſpreme Magiſtrates to promote ſo god- 
ly a Deſign by their Authority , that the great 
Fadgments of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
right * be preſerved in publique avowed Records, 

as their own Judgments are, For certainly it would . 
be a great check to the Atheiſm that ſo reigns in 
the world at this day, to have ſuch publique te- 
ſtimonics preſerved againſt them to ſtop their 
prophane mouths withal , when they take liber- 
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a; work cannot be done effetually to ſuch a 
rpoſe, but with their encouragement ard af- 


* fiſtance, who are able to oblige the Relators of 


ſuch ſignal Proyidential ſtrokes, by the facred 
tye of an Oath, to ſpeak the Truth, all the 


\ Truth, and nothing but the Truth, in Gods cauſe, 


as ; well as mens: and ſeverely to puniſh thoſe 
perſons , who ihall appear vpon” due examinati- 
on to lye for God, or againſt bim. | But ſeeing 
{uch a delign is rather to be wiſhed , than ho- 
- to be carried on, in ſuch an Age as this; I 
orbear to inſiſt longer on this Point; and in the 
fourth place infer, - 

\.. | 4- That thoſe private Perſms, in the defe& 
of more publique endeavours in this kind, do 
God good ſervice, and much oblige Poſterity ; who 
take what honeſt pains they can, in ſo prohita- 
ble a diſcovery, by enquiring into, and infor- 
ming themſelves and others from good Evi- 
dence, of ſuch Inſtances of © Gods juſt Provi- 
dence, as their Ages and the places they live in 
afford, For however ſome Atheiſtical ſpirits 
are, according, to their wont, apt to ſlight and 
deſpiſe them : yet, abundance of / ſerious and 
confidering Perſons, do, and *tis to be ſuppo- 
ſed, will, in after-Ages, make great advantages 
by them. 

- ['5. And yet this mult be attempted with great 
care and cation, as a thing which we cannot lay 
out too much circumſpect diligence and indufiry, 


\ Which alſo follows from my Text and Doctrine, 


For thofke Fudgments by which the Lord is known, 
muſt be firft known to be; and to be his | Fudg- 
ments 5 that is, it muſt be known that ſuch 
things, as to matter of Fad, are certain; and 
that they are accompanied - with fuch circam- 
Rtances as carry in them a moral certainty *; 
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Cas I before told you ). that, they are ' ith- 
Aicted by God upon. ſuch an* account : bg- 
cauſe if there be a rational doubt of the one, 
or. the other, there muſt be an cqual uricer- 
tainty in the concluſions drawn from ſuch un- 
ccrtain Premiſes, | 
Wherefore, it is certainly a foul and hai- 
nous crime, and 4 thing highly injurious both 
to God and man, :for any Perſon or Perſons, 
either 'out of a miſguided zeal for God, or out 
of. a particular; fond affettion to any Party ih 
Religion, and much morc, upon the account” of 
any more unjuſtifable Paſſion, to become a for= 
ger of Divine Judgments : or a bufie reporter 
and ſpreader of ſuch Forgerics. For this 15 to 


Job 13.7. ſpeak, wickedly far God, and talk, decritfidlly for 


bim; which 4b chargeth with great abhorreny 
cy upon, his triends; as judging it-a moſt vin- 
becoming thing , to endeavour to prop up the 
Cauſe of the God. of Truth with falſhoods. Nor 
indeed 1s it leſs miſchievous, than it is wnſutable, 
to. the | intereſt it pretends to defend,” For 
though one! or two, ſuch pious frauds may prove 
at -the/firſt, - (irt fore junEture of Time where- 
in. fimple and well-mcaning devotion prevails 
over the inquiſitive humour of Mankind ) to 
be ſome way ſerviceable to the Delign they wete 
coined for : yet in proceſs of Time, as. the 
ſtate of Religion alters, and men ( having it, 


' may. be diſcovered: the fallacy ) grow more nice 


of belief in ſuch matters; the caſe is quite dif- 
ferent. For then ſirikes in .( ordinarily ) the 
{ubtil Atheift or misbeliever, and aggravates the 
flaws. he finds in ſuch ftorics,, as. are really ob- 
noxious, to the” blemiſhing the Reputation of 
the moſt undoubted . Records of Chriſtianity it 
Elf, And it can hardly be imagined won 


($5) 
foul imputation upon that holy Reli, = of cur 
bleſſed Saviour amongſt Atheiſts and other Infidels, 
thoſe Cart-loads. of Monkiſh ſtories in the Romiſh 
Church have occaſioned ; wherein the Miracles of 
their filitios Saints, and the Fudgments of God 
upon their pretended Adverſaries, are equally nume- 
rous3 and yet both ſo groſly contrived, that the-un- 
Skilfulneſs of the bungling Inventers faves the con- 


; Futers of them the pains of any ſtudied Arguments 


ro diſprove them. . And yet with ſuch a focriſh 
credulity are the generality of that Religion poſ- 
{ffed, that there is hardly any one who was emi- 
nently inſtrumental in the Reformation, but they can 
tell you of ſome miraculou Judgment of God that 
brought him to his End; which they believe with 
equal faith to what they have for the Goſpel it ſelf : 
even that of Lwthers body being carried away out of 
bis Coffin by the Devil, 'which he himſelf lived to 
diſprove by his own Pen, 5 

And it were well if it could be faid of themonly, 


1 


that they prop'up a cauſe with lying wonders ( as 1s 2Theſ. 
opheſicd/ of therh ) that reeds it < and that the *%- 


mdifcreet zeal of others, wha wood be thought to 
have better Conſtiences, as they, ave” ( wherein they 
differ from them, ) a better Caxſe,- did, not make aſe 
of their Example too much, and treat their Bre- | 


_ thren of different Judgments in the petty a nt 


that divide them jnto Parties, in the fame unchari- 
fable manner. - At leaſt it were 'to' be defired, if 


ſuch hot ſpirits will needs continue ( with Solo- prov. 26. 


mons Mad-man ) to caſt F ire-brarids one at another , 28. 
that they would not (with the Poers  Promethens ) 
ſteal fire from Hegven to kindle” them withall, by 
forging miraculous Providences fo blait the Reputa- 
tion of thoſe Cauſes they are prejudiced againti, in 
the Perſons of thoſe that defend them, 


[ 6 . Laſi] Y, 


Hab. 1, 


IJ. 


| ZE | 
[6. Laſily , we may learn hence, on all hands, 
to makc a more beneficial wſe of Gods|Judicial.Provi- 
denges: to wit, that of the Text, to endeavour to 
advance in the knowledge of God by them. Which 
Duty. ( according to. the uſual extent of . that 
Phraſe in Scfipture .) includes many particulars. 
1, As firſt, If any of us be ſufferers under any 

ſuch frokes, as our own Conſciences ſuggeſt to , us 
are Divine Judgments : we are betwixt God and 
our own ſouls to endeavonr- to take up the Contro- 
verfjie which he ſeems to have with us betimes : and 
in order thereunto to acknowledge and bewail thoſe 
known fins which we are convinced of; and in a 
more ſpecial manner, thoſe which our own hearts 


ſeize on in fre(h purſuit as the particular cauſes of 


that diſpleafure from God, under which we lie: 
to humble our ſelves under his mighty Hand, and 
remove by ſerious reformation and amendment of 
life, out of his fight, whatever is offenſive to thoſe 
pure eyes which cannot behold evil, or hook, on iniquity. 
And if it be not clear to us what particular quar- 


_ © rel Godhath with vs;, or that he bath an eſpeci 


cauſe given him. beyond the ordinary frailties: of 
humanity ſo that / as to any known great crime) 
weare as cleatas Job himſelf; yet we are ( ashe 
is well adviſed, and alſo of himſelf reſolves before 


Job _ that advice ) to. ſay to God, ſhew me wherefore thou 
22, * contendeſt with me; and that which I ſee not, teach 


evidence our true Repentance to the. world, by a 


' thou me: and if I have done iniquity, I will do ſano 


more. 


© This is to be done betwixt God arid our own 


Conſciences, if none but God ahd they be ac- 
quainted with our circumftances. 
But if our Caſes and our Crimes too be already 


| by Gods Providence expoſed to the preblique notice, 


it is our duty in this Caſe to go farther; and to 


true, 


(97) 
true, free, and ingenious acknowledgenient , jw- Pc. $1. 4. 
ſtifying God, "and giving glory to him, as David and "_y Fe 
Achan did; and warning others not to offend him 

in like manner, by our Example. 

; "And in all theſe caſes, it the preſent Judgment 

be upon ſuch courſes taken, removed 3 and Gods 

Hand turned away from us: we are our {elves to 

take heed we ſin thus no more, leſt a worſe thing come' john 5, 
#nto us : and not provoke him, (by a teigned humi- "4: 
liation whilft we are under his correCting hand, de- 

fritute of real amendment )) todo as he threatens, 

i. e. puniſh us ſeven times more, and augment his {e-,,_- 
verities, till our wound become incurable , and paſt Jer. 1%. 
remedy. , Chron. 
| 64 2. If we be (as in Epidemical Judgments ) 26. 16 


{ſufferers in common with others 3 our duty is, ( in- 


| ſtead of (hifting oft the blame upon others ) each 


man in particular to own his own thare in the com- _ 
mon guilt, ( as knowing the plague of his own heart ) | Lp 
and-by true Repentance and amendment to leſſen *** 
the publique Load which he hath contributed to 
greaten 3 and call on others, as he hath opportuni- 
ty, to do the like : and laftly, when he hath ren- 
dred himſelf fit for that charitable office to the pub- 
lique, by having recovered his,own Innocence, to 
intercede carnelſtly and afteGtionatecly , ( uhing his 
renewed Intereſt with a reconciled God )) tor the 
ſociety towhich he doth belong. | 

(3. If we be bare bearers or beholder; of Gods 
great {cverities upon others, and onr ſelves free > we 
are then, | 
' (1.) Wiſely to conſider his doings : (o as to ob- Pl. 64-5. 
ſerve carcfully what of God more than ordinary ap- 
pears in them? that we may give him the glory of 
thoſe perfe&tions, which he hath thereby rendred 
molt conſpicuous , tor which thoſe that have plea- 


free in bit works ſpecially ſtudy them, [+ 
| 'F F- (2.) And 


(5) 

(2.) And particularly, to endeavour to reduce 
Gods Providences of this kind ( as well asall others) 
tothe Rule of his written word; and obſerve the 
correſpondency they bear each to other. For this 
will ſerve us to very. great purpoſes, in order to a 
firm faith in him, and fear of him, when we can 
-þ ( with Moſes in the caſe of. Nadab and Abiby ) 
Thi u that which the Lord hath ſaid. 

(3-) To lay them up in memory as a choice trea- 
fure, to be made uſe of when cccafion {erves. For 
God expedts his great works ſhould make deep Im- 
preſſions in the minds of men. And therefore 


Pal.rrr, forme Interpreters read that clauſe of Pſal. 111, 
verſTig. Which we render, He bath made his wonderful works 


PL 58. 
42; 43, 


Deut. 7. 
16, 17. 


Luke 17, 


to be remembred,-| Memorie conſecravit | he hath de- 
voted or conſecrated them to remembrance. Where- 
in they imply, that it carries in it a kind of ſacri- 
tege, to let them flip through our memories as com- 
mon and inconſiderable things. And he takes no- 
tice of it himſelf as a great crime in the 1/raelites, 
Tbat they remembred not his hand, how he wraught bis 
figns in Egypt, and his wonders in the field of Zoan, 

- (4+) And to improve that remembrance, aS'0CCa= 
fhon is offered, by applying it to our ſelves and 0- 
thers, according to the ſutableneſs that thoſe Pro. 
vidences bear to the caſes to which: they are applicable. 
So when the Iſraelites were apt to be afraid of the 
mighty and numerous Enemies they were to en- 
counter, at their entrance into Canaan God ſu- 
tably-recalls to their memories, what be did to Pha- 
raoh and all Egypt. And when our Saviour would, 
fortike his Diſciples againſt the Tentations to com- 
phance with the obſtinate and unbelieving Jews, m 
holding out the ſiege of Jeruſalem, out of affection 
totheir concerns therez having before told them of 
that great. day of the Revelation of the Son of Man 
in his Judgments on that City, and that there 

' wanted 


(59) 


wanted nothing to.compleat its deſtruction in pro- 
portion to Sodom, but only the. removing the Chri- 
ſiians thence, ( as they went afterwards to Pella out ,,..; 
of the City ) in conformity to: Lots: going out of 31, 32+ 
Sodom : he bids them to remember Lots wife, whole 
tenderneſs of her concerns in Sodom, made her 
look back, and therefore by Gods jult Judgment, 
in the.very place, ſhe was turned into a Statwe. of 
Salt. And the Pſalmift comforted bimſelf againſt 
Gods preſent Enemies, and their outragious inſo- 
tences 3 by remembring Gods gent of old. Plal.11g. 
(5+) And to be ſenfible of the ſpecial Mercy and _ 
Goodneſs of God to us, whom, 1t may be he hath as 
fgnally delivered when we were in equal guilt and 
danger with others, who no leſs fignally periſhed : 
yea, poſſibly, when our own Conſciences told us, 
that we our ſelves better deſerved to have been made 
Examples of Divine feverity,than they that were ſo, 
Thus the returning Fews acknowledge with gra- 
titude the Mercy of God to them, that in the com- 
mon deſtruction of Feruſalem, he had left them a p;., c.s. 
remnant to eſcape, and to give then a nail in his holy 
place, i. e. 2 little, though but a weak faſtning 
there. And fo ought all thoſe whom Gods Judg- 
ments have left, in- publique calarmities eſpecially, 
likg & few gleaning grapes after the Viitage, as Iſaiah 1% 27.5, 
exprefieth the ſai | ith of returning. Fews. | 
(6.) To poſleſs-our hearts with a. reverendand 
awfidl fear of that God, who is terrible in his doings PC 66. 5. 
toward the children of Men. This uſe David made 
of Gods fixoke upon Vzzab z he was afraid of the 2 $am. 
Lord that day. - And the whole. Chriſtian Church, © 9 
yea, the generality of men that heard of the un- 
uſual deaths of Ananias and his wife, ( as I before aass. 
obſerved ) were ſurpriſed with # great fear, When ** 
God as a Lion, does but roar in his threatnings, 
who will nos fear ? (ays Amos, and much more, Amos 34 
eas, E-2 when * 


6 2h 

Hoſs.r4 When (as his contemporary Prophet exprefleth it ) 

he rears like a young Lion, does he expe; certainly, 

Pf 2. rr, that all men ſhould ſerve him with fear, and even 

' thoſe that rejoyce before him, (in the molt feſtival 

exerciſes'of Religion, wherein joy was part of the 

fervice required) thould do it with trembling 2 Thus 

are Chriſtian Gentiles taught, upon conſideration of 

the” noted ſeverities of God towards his former 

Rom.rr. People the Pers, not to be high-minded, but fear, 

22. as alſo the Chriſtian Fews, upon the remembrance of 

| the ſeverities of God towards their fore-fathers un- 

der the Law, in the very delivery whereof Moſes 

himſelf faid,-T exceedingly fear and quake, are cal- 

ed on by the ſame Apoſtle, to ſerve him with reve- 

rence and podly fear : as conſidering, that not only 

Mount” Sai, but Mount Sn alfo had its thun- 

drings, and the Goſpel its terronrs, as well as-the 

Law: So that offenders againff him” that '{peaks from 

Heaven, ſhall not eſcape, mote than' they that” de- 

Tpiſed bim that ſpake on 'Exrth nay, ſhall rather be 

- puniſhed with more" ſeverity, becauſe the God of 

Heb. 12. Chriſtians, as well as Fews. is, if provoked,' a con- - 

2s, fiming fire; and'not' tobe met ( as Iſaiah expre(- 

1, 27.4, {eth it ) by thorns and briars ſet in array againſt him, 
| left he po throngh then, and bury them togetber. 

(7-) Laſtly, to improve that fear 2 our future 

Cantion 3 that taking warning by his noted ſeveri- 

ties towards' others,  we'give hinyno occaſion, by 

© the ſamie or like provocations, to take us in hand 

next. But cfpecially, are we to take heed of thoſe 

- fns in particolar, againſt which we are evidently 

convinced God hath given 'pxblique Teſtimonies by 

 avy remarkable Judgments. Which is the ule the 

-. Apoſtletells us we ought to make of the great Judg- 

ments of God, againſt the old Tfaelites left us up- 

I Cor.10, on Record in Scriptire. AI thoſe things ( which 

wbn'6.- there” he reckons up J) befell them; ſays he," for ex- 

| 4 " hind; 07 | ' _— IG amples, 


—— 


(61) 
amples , and were written for our admonition , wpott 
whom the ends of the world are come © to the intent, 
as he implics it in ſeveral Inſtances, that we ſhould 


not Inſt, or commit Idolatry, or Fornication, or tempt 


Chrift, or murmur, as they did, for fear of the ſame 


or like Judgments. 
And the like End ſurely God aims at, in thoſe 


Judgments, which fall out in any Age or part of 


the world, to admonith men to repent of, and for 
the future, abſtain from thoſe Courſes which ( as 
it were-) after violence to his Paticnce and long- 
{uffkering, and extort thoſe notable ſeverities from 
him, by the audacious importunity: of their noto- 


rious Impietics. 


And in all ſach caſes the wiſe man ( in Solomons 


- Prov... 


Phraſe _ will hear and increaſe in learning, by torti- 
tying himſelf againſt all Tentations to thoſe fins, 
againſt which he ſeeth the Hand of God fo nota- 
bly lifted #p. - So that if among all the jolly crew 
of fott1ſh drunkards, but now arid then one break his 
neck in his drumkenncſs, or by a cxp-quarrel loſe his 
lifez -( though withal many fach ſhould eſcape fuch 
ends, evcn fo many as to give countenance to the 


profane- Proverb, that drunken mer! come by mo harm ) 


yet the prudent man will lay thoſe few contrary 
Inſtances to heart 3 and fay in himſelf, JYby ſhould 
I not fear, if I deſpiſe ſuch wamings, that T may be 
made the next Example in that kind ? It there be a 
ſignal Inſtance in his Age, and within his obſerva- 
tion of a notcd cruel oppreſſor, upon whole eſtate 
and houſe the cayſe of God remarkably deſcends, 
{o that his poſterity are either all- buried in death, 
i, e, die obſcurely, ſo as to be miſſed by ſcarce any 
body : or if any.of them ſurvive, they are' not ſa- 


tisfied with bread, but the-great- eſtates gotten by. 


unlawful means, melt away like- wax before the 
Sun, Cre inherited by the third Generation 3 the 
MONIES E 3 (cri- 


5s 


Job 27. 
153 Kc, 


Prov. 3. 
312 33s 


(62) 
ſerious obſerver will learn, not to emvy him, nor 

chooſe any of bis ways. | 
If the | Bas. ſhould be more rare, than in 
Luke 15, theſe days they are, of a debauched Prodigal, ſpen- 
7 ding all bis living with harlots, and by means of 
whoriſh women reduced from an ample Eſtate to a 
Prov. 6. piece'of bread : or of ſome other {inners in the ſame 
= ;. kind, whoſe fleſh and body are conſumed with a loath- 
il ſom diſeaſe, thereby receving in themſelves ( in the 
Phraſe of the Apoſtle, concerning uncleanneſs in 
Rom. x, another kind )- that recompence of their errour which 
27 was meet : the conſidering man will ſay with him- 
ſelf, What ſecurity bave I, that the ſame ſin, if I 
follow it, will not reduce me tothe ſame Caſe ? If but 
the field of a ſluggard be overgrown with thorns, and 
nettles cover the face thereof, &c. (1. e. his worldly 
eſtate goes backward for want of honeſt Induſtry ) 
Prov. 25. a wile Solomon will conſider it, and receive inſtruttion, 
3% Yf thedaring and audacious Appeals of a bold fin- 
ner -to God in fearful Cxrſes upon himſelf ; or 
profane affcQations of a new uncouth way of gal- 
lantzy, by inventing new Imprecations againſt him- 
ſelf: or the malicious ſhooting of bitter words as 


: arrows in evil - wiſhes againſt others 3 amongſt | 


men that love cxrfing,, do but once or twice in an 
Age meet with a ſutable ſtroke of- Divine ſeverity, 
Pfal.rog. arid - exerfing come tnto the cxrrſers bowels like water, 
is. andas oyl into hjs bones: a conſiderate Chriſtian will 


Pl. 39.7, take heed, that he offend not thus with bj tongue 5 


and. by 'a ſolemn-purpoſe, ar with & bridle, keep bis 
month from tranſgreſſing ini that manner. 
In'a word, when. all the places of Execxtion in a 
' Nation beeome Pxlpits, whence the miſerable Ma- 
lefactors from their--own woful experience, preach 
Recentation Sermons, whexen they renounce the evil 
Principles they have lived by, and warn all meri of 
the dangerous conſequences of rr de- 
ws R 
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F (63) 
bauched Courſes : and the ſame DoGtrine be alſe 
as frequently preached from the death-beds of other 
linners, wherein the cxrſes written in Gods book, are 
verified in the eyes and cars of all men, cxcept 
they wilfully ſhut them both : who, -but a deſpe- 
rately forlorn wretch, will dare ſay an his heart, T - 
ſhall have peace, though T-walk, in the imagination of Deut-29, 
mine own heart : i.e, gratifie my own ſinkal inclina- 
tions to ſatiety, as one that adds drunkenneſs to thirſt ? 
Againſt ſuch an one, ſurely, (if any ſuch there be) 
the anger of the Lord and his jealoufie may well ſmoke, 
yea and burn ( as he elſewhere threatens ) to the ,,, ,. 
loweſt Hell; the place appointed for them ( ſays the 
Verſe following my Text ) that under ſuch evi- 
dent tokens to remember him by, forget God. And £5: 7. 
juſtly ray God make them Examples themſelves, 


whom the Examples of others will not amend : as 


being guilty of tempting his Fwſtice beyond all poſ- 
ſibility of forbearance, by the ungratetul abuting 

of that Patience that ſhould have led them to Repen- 
tance , of daring preſamption upon that lenity and 
goodneſs which only hath given them that merciful pc. 66. g. 
reprieve, by which their forfeited ſouls are beld in 

life of monſtrous hardneſs and impenitency of beart, 
whereby they treaſure up to themſelves wrath againſt the Rom. 2. 
day of wrath, and the revelation of the righteous * 
Fudgment of God 3, and laſtly, of prodigious mad- 

neſs, and deſperate foolhardineſs, when as (notwith- 
Randing the fearful Inftances in all Ages by which 


God hath taught the world that none ever hardned Job g. 4- 
himſelf againſt him, and proſpered, yet ) as it they 
would-wreſile a fall, or tight a duel with the Al- 
mighty, they run upon him even on his neck, and on Joh: 15. 
the #hick, boſſes of his buckſers. ——_ 
Believe it, ſinner, believe it, ( for Truth it (elf 
kath ſpoken it ) though God ſpare thee a while, 
and execute not ſentence ſpeedily againſt thy wicked _ 
ns PEI: works > Neb,g.17 


(64) | 
Rom. 9. #arks though he be flow to 'anger, and endure 
22. with much long-ſuffering the Veſſels of wrath fitted for 
2 Pet.3-5- deſtruction, as not being willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to repentance : yet will he not 
finally ſuffer his holy ſpirit to be vexed, his pa- 
tience to be tramplcd upon, his word and its warn- 
ings to be deſpiſed, and his Exemplary Execu- 
tions to be entertained only as'news. without any 
farther effect; but if the wicked turn not., be will 
Pfal. 7. whet bis Sword, he will bend bis bow and. make it - 
"2.1 ready, and prepare for him the Inſtruments of death ; 
Pa, and ( when he hath ſtirred wp all bis wrath, which 
38. yet in his great compaſſion he torbears ) he will wound 
Pſal. 68. the head of his Enemies, and the hairy ſcalp of all 
21. . ſuch as go on ſtill in their treſpaſſesz and either here 
or hereafter make them feel by experience, who 
without feeling would not belicve it, what a fear- 
Heb. ro. farl thing it is to fall into the bands of the living God, 
31> From which dolctul experience God keep us all, 
for Jeſus Chriſt his fake. Amen, 
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To the Reverend  .. 
S. FOR D. ÞD. LJ. 
. ys VE KY "ISL 31H 
Rector. of... +... +; 
Old-Swinford in Worceſterſhire; 
SIR, Kh 
Eing importuned by divers (Gentlemen, 
Miniſters, and others of our Neigh- 
bourhood ) to draw up a full Narrative. 
and Account of that late fad Providence 
( which hath filled the hearts and months" of 
the Country round about us, the fame whereof 
7s alſo ſpread into remote parts.) I was at laſt 
prevailed with to endeavonr therr ſatisfa@ion 
And the rather becauſe of a general ramour7#: 
the Conntry, that the man' had declared/ſ&s\ 
veral things to me of near concernmentto' 
himſelf, which he concealed from all other ' 
Viſitants. That I might not therefore ſuffer 
ſuch Reports to paſs uncertain, nor be wanting 
in that which was by ſome trged as my duty 5 
I did (by travelling , at ſeveral times, above 
ws miles iz the parts adjacent) enquire in- 
to divers particular circumiſtences , which 1 
was not before fully clear in : and have now at 
laſt ſet all down in plain words (ſutable to 


h an account ) that the meaneſt concerned to 
| A 2 kgrow 


MA, 


£2 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 

know and make good uſe of the providence, 

might at firſt reading clearly underſtand it. 

" Sir, That [atlareſs this to you, is, that I 
may take an opportunity to make wy hearty ac- 
knowledgments for your learned and uſeful 
Diſcourſes ix the Pulpit #pox this occaſion, to 
the general ſatisfa®ion of your Hearers , and 
I muſt-in my own-name, and many of theirs, 
intreat, you would make the ſubſtance of then 
more publick from the Prels,that the Readers 
may learn not to be too cenſorious int things of 
this nature, nor yet to paſs by ſo ſegnal a Pro- 
vidence without that juſt Obſervation it de- 

ſerves, and due reverence toward that God 
who is known by the Judgments which he 
execcuteth, as you have fully ſhewed us. I hope, 

Sir-zÞ-4rvite you to nothing , but what your. 
own Judgment accounts worthy your labour; 
eud1 am confident it will be no mean addition 

te.yeur former elaborate ſervices of god and 

' bag\Chunch. Ir which that you may be long con- 

teamed; for bis Glory, and the good of his Peo- 

"1 pls hall be the hearty Prayer of ( Reverend 


: 1% Your moſt affegionate _ _ 
© (though unworthy Friend) 
to honour and ſerve.you,, «.; 
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eA juſt Narrative or Account 
"of the Man whoſe Hands: and 
Legs Rotted off inthe Pariſh 
..» of Kings-Swintord in Staf- 


ord{hire, where.. he Died, 
June 21. 1677. AS. 


R- Dencalf of Cod(al Pariſh, not far from 
f 


OY Wolver , in the.County of Stefford, 
A. dying. many years ſaice (afd. his Wite al- 


= +17 7: (03 eft; —_ them many-:Children,: and 
butflender 'proviſfion-fortheme?/ 117 0 
| \Otic of their Sons, Jobn Dyncalf,, hound himſdf 
an Apprentice to' Thomas Gibbens' of \Kingse 
ounty,, Whedwiaghts © 


t 


O CORE 
co cone 


i Ts 
2W :Nails, eads:of Bars, &fe-i4lpon their Ctin- | 
Felon 'the- Lardi Ward ſent them to the Houle.of 
(Correction, {2bdut Offober 1442675). Bat the'other 

- «Apprentice being GER ſick there , 


| [8 WOW to 
1ple yer beicst, viz { Thar be confuſed 


$00  pingwnd Bore] 1 


| -alifiis other imapieties 3 atnong. which 'His conttaiit 


EY A TIE OY ET TOE OO EING 
m " G n ** 
1 


Fobn Dynealf retending, at leaſt, to be ſick alſo, 
eY two were ſet at liberty the week | follo: Wigs 
ter which time this ſaid Fobn Duncalf r-(1:{cd to 
A again to his former fſexvice ( Ga 1g he 
d never fet his feet in Kings-$ winford wizillt he 
ho ) þut offering and engaging to. pay tq his. Ma- 
Neer orty ſhillings, his Maſter dh he gave Releafes to 
(earh other: by which means this young man (who 
was then full twenty years of age, and at more li- 
befty than formerly whilſt an Apprentice) gaye him- 
AN to licentious courſes, viz, (as heconfeſſed to 
Apri! 26, 1679 )-to Hleneſs', Stealing, Lying, 
Fon agg Swearing » Draatkgnneſs, ang a) neleauneſs with 
Women. Which bot he faid,” was T5 committing 
aCiual Fornication or Adultery, but in the engher of his 
beatt,and by laſcivious words and peſtutrespherebyhe Wd | 
them to lewdneſs in divers plages,: I 
-imuli therefore heredlear my ſelf. -and him trom an 
:uguſt-rumour and report common (as T'am infor- 
med ) in thc Jountsy ;which:many'peo- 
Jome things to 
"196 b1th" be | "be" concealed whilſt be | Irved, 
afetak bad ooniniitiell a Rape! wpon young perſon, 
and afterward mintdeved ber:-T, bas beevas greil ras 7m 4 


-curtzars)or 
eons he: repatoenm Nur nary me/tb 
Turn ar wu > rk —— 


| poerep Sk any-ſuch things as:theſe 
wwſiiew ſome: others believed, Bur 
«thetzultabo wer rm tohe asan hea- 
inybarden | pid rr eres ——__ 
Godahand arſe cnſizinghs td 


fs habnorbeen the lealk, ilrrhit, although be 


| inbred dos Re nk Od =o 
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«long time negletted all mannev of Service and Waſhip 


—_ 


of 'Ged, as well on the Lord; day as other days,and that 
both in private and publick, It's faid, he ſtole many: 
things' to fupply his growing neceſſities ( which his 
idleneſs and intemperance brought upon him) chiet- 
ly Bibles 3 and the rather becauls they would ſooneſt 
be bought by others. About anwary the 6th. 167% 
coming to'the houſe of Babb, living at the 
Grange-mill, about three miles trom Wolverhampton, 
he'begged of Margaret, the ſaid Humphrey's Wiic, 
Victuals and ſmall drink, The Woman having for- 
merly known him, and compaſſionating his preſent 
condition, gavehim freely ſuch as'ſhe had, but whilſt 
ſhe ſtooped ro draw drink for him, he ſtole her Bible, 
(as he conteſſed to her afterwards.) This Bible he ſold! 
for three ſhillings to a Maid of Fohn Downings, who 
lives near 'the: Heath-Forge, not far from the place 
where he ſtole it. - By which means, not long after, 
ey.Babb's Wite heard of her Bible, demanded 
it of the Maid that bought it; and making her ſome 
allowance ' toward” what ſhe paid -for is, received 
it:again long before cither 'of them ſaw him ,.or 
heard: what ' was: become of ' him: But! this being 
naifed in the Conntry thereabouts, one Henry Evans 
told. his Father Thomas Evanr ( commonly called 
Painter ) who livesnear Henly or Himley (they both 
knew him):what Fobn Dwncalf had done: at which 
the ſaid Fobn Dxncalf, when-he heard of - it, was ve- 
ry angry ,. and gave out threatning words againſt 
the young man 3 but-being charged with it by them, 
hedid not onlysdeny it with ſome fiercenels , but 
exearated-and'curſed himſelf; wiſhing bis bands might 
wt-off; if thatwere true (as the ſaid Thomas: Evans 
teſtihes) and- John Bennet his Keeper, ſaith, he often 
heard: him fay to:Gentlemen that: viſited him in his 
fickneſs, that he did {9. curſc himſelf upon that oc- 
lizon < | Aa calion 


REY 


eveqring wp + 4nc 'refexence; tout tink od 
| Bith's povanſee y > bit atithattine Thad a four 


fn wr 0 UN) 
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cafianto.Thomgs Evans... And this bt a 
ed of his ownaccord, to me and many others, feve= 


ral times, when he feerned moſt ſerious and in: ears | 


neſt | That be ſo eurſed hiniſelf , ard that. imcmeniately 
npont execration or eurſing of himfelf,, he. bad an in- 


the Divine Majeſty, qnd\Fuitice of Gady which fear and 


working of his Conſegace continued. mote. or leſs many 
days after. 


When1 asked him Cupon this ingenious ackmekwn 
Idgment) why be did not confeſs bit mitkedneſs , and 
endeavour that the Bible might 'be reſtared 20 the dnwner f 
bis anfwer was, the Drvyl 'end-his own beavs 
"yn Hſe him] Yet this he acknowledged +0 
That within'a few days after that txeeratioa #33 
F egan tolokk blath, #t « wer -bis bands, 1and 
fo eantinued divers weeks: before it did-Jenfibly mec=Mh 
went then and wrought with one Thojessr ON 
| or; in Dudley; ;ard (as Ocboirn Taiths): continued 
wth) him about'a Sartpight- ( Shrovetuefday being 
lab day ;as he well romembers:andtharic: ant 
the Jai; work thateverbedid 3 which Eearvinot wor 
derae, conſidering what this -poor-mar: faid td me 


mf aboxt tht Bible., (I 


erd-trembling upon: me ;' which f 'eroubled 
and made me Red mind rr be ſo- felling 
my ;felf nook Jones; and mfr on gone of Nevers 


Further, - 7 web icy. fer abun bra 
Barn ( at Fr wr T remember ro-Sr 
Voler ſiren and hve continmeditaoo Mayiwnsk 


k A einkf de Parh 
Fa Wh Pertr-Hell fands) nil 


bbs 


ward hivror or trembling p01 him. a thread aud edt of 


hy a ea. aids. oboe an 
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* fomirherousat Allrimes of the day , eſpecially.on 


UP. -- 

the hext monthly meeting of the Juſtices of the 
Peace, who (Mareh 27. 1677.) by. examination 
finding Kings-Swinford to have been the laſt place of 
his ſettlement, made an order he ſhould be carried 
thither, and maintained by that 'Pariſh., There be 
was received, March 28. and fohn Bennet appointed 
totake'care of him; fr{t in a Barn belonging tothe 
three Growns, (an Inn ftanding,on:the Road-between 
Wolberhatopton «and Kidderminſter )- and. after | one 
fortnight xemoved:-by. the-Overſcers for the Poor, to 
the dwelling houſe of the ſaid Fobn Bennet his Keep- 
erin Fall-Heath-fide. His ficth at farſt began toriſe 
infeit Jamps:or. knots at the wriſts of his hands, 

at his knees ( ashis Keeper tcl me) and after;a 
little time to.breakiand- run , and ſhortly after -tp 
ſhrink fromthe bones at thoſe places, at which:tigag, 
White-putrid matter.came out and ran abundantly, 
cauſing exquiſite pain and torment to this poop 
man «And {b:oftenfive was the fmell for ſeveral 
weeks together, that thoſe who.came to vilit hin 
who were 'not only many hundreds, but, *tis bes 
lieved , thoufands:Chis:Keeper and Neighbours ſay 
many thoufantls,) were not able to abide in the 
domwith him; nor ſtand near without the does; 
except they hdd herbs or other things at theix 
mouths and noſes to ſmell to. [The Viſitants being 


the ords-days, -itfcemed to:give him great difturs 
bance, and madehim-very uawilling to talkmany 
titnes, - or-an{wer them any thing../They moved him 
once fofartoimpatience, whetuthey crowded abbut 
Him cach with'a queftion, ;havingHerbs, and(dilier 
things at their Noſes,, that his madc-hirn te 
forget his own: condition, and wiſh oa Oats 
rot off: (as divers: there preſent" aſſared ane 3) 40 
which-Fgently, - bit ferioully; reproved hinrat my 
Kext-Vilits He ſecmed to takethereproot a 
= IS 57 2a Sts 29 Ns 


It 


(6) 


ng. the fault of his paſſionate expreſſions 


knowledging 


towards ng (provoked as he ſaid, by their crowd- 


ing, impertinent curioſity, and fooliſh queſtions z Or 
hott effe& : ) But he had forgot, key" not 
confeſs, that he uſed thoſe words, —about their Nes 
ſes rotting off. | 

 Buthis Keeper tells me, he would often be. very 
impatient towards the multitude , and call to him; 
Gaying, John,” why doſt thou not daſh out their teeth ? 
o ar” ov 3: is, apeydraſ and the 
like, 


| About the twentieth of April 1 many little Worms 
cameout of the rotten fleſh, ſuch as-are uſually ſeen 
in dead Corpſes {as his Keeper told me_)-but after 
he was well waſhed and cleanſed; thoſe ceaſed, and 
the room andiſinel} was nothing ſo offenſive as for- 
nely- yet altthatwhile (though/it was rumor'd 
w the Couwntry.)hewould never confeſs his execra- 
vior,and wiſhes againſt him{elf, untithis Keeper dex 
ied to cafe him"of the Vermin. Lice, &c. thathk 


led lis ſhirt {nd doublet ,; and continually tormers - 


wd him. He chen nit promiſed; that it his Keep* 
| eewould'cut them.off-and-cleanſe him, (he had 
long before cut off all the hair of his head ) he would 
ackrowledg the whole truth, which he then did-j in 
(hater as is before felated. | 

roAnd nowhe began torbeg, infiriition, and help 
eo:tepent, and that ſome Miniſtersand others, who 
ermetoviſithim;/ would pray: for'and with him, 
which many did; both publick Preachersand others, 
- » dbſeveral times 3»and fome wholived near him (as 
Edid-) often: Being /asked by me what he deſired! 
might be begged. of God for him'; he returned an- 
Ger to this. purpoſe ; That Grd, would give him 
ace, and pardon bis fins pan 4 Vie 


eſs, bk , Swearing 
pr ar Ln wary Prben 


"ſb, __— 
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(7) 
that he world ſave him for Chriſts ſake, and give hin 
patience" inthe mean time. | I did accordingly endea- 
vour to repreſent his caſe before God, and with 
humble earneftneſs to pray for mercy for him; and 
he ſeemed at that time to be ſomewhat affected with 
the Prayer, &c. 

It was about this time, if I miſtake not, thathe 
ſent for brey Babb's Wife, from whom he ſtole 
the Bible, ſhe came and brou ht the Maid -he ſold it 
to, along, with her: to them he confeſſed the wrong 
he had done, and- deſired they would forgive him 
which-the Wife told me ſhedid heartily, and prayed 
God to forgive him as ſhe did. - The Maid ſeemed 
to beof the ſame'mind and Chriſtian temper. -. 

'- Very many( asT hinted before) hearing of him, 
'carne from all parts adjacent , and ſome from places 
far diftant, to ſee this ſad ſpectacle of Divine Ju- 
"tice: and amongſtthe reſt, ſome-of the Romaniſts, 
'one of which, he and his Keeper fappoſed to be a 
'Prieft of that profeſſion , who was earneſt withrhim 
torenounce his Religion , and become'a- Catbolick, 
(ashe called it ) an they would remove him, take 
:earEto heal his Sores, ' and In = man , ya 
nm ed to be the Prielt )T will:pawn my ſoul far 

thine; I «ſhalt be. —_ es informed, _ 
the Bigjter 


SETS none can. whe For cok 
--:i\Others who' had dccaſion to-travel this wayfrom 


Jo and other partsfar off, - Weſt and North, vi- 


Titedhim,, we hope not to fatisferheir curi {0 
-much;-asto a monument of Divine _—_ 
Eadtarthey nighrinie wines that although ſen- 


_ 0gainſt an evilyvork is not Un orage + 


tid 


e 


yet; God leaves not himſelf without witneſs, in' this, 
as well as former ages, againſt Atheiſin and grand 
impicty. 

Upon the eighth of May following, both his, 
ntrc Fallen off at the knees, which-the poor "O 
- perceived not until his Keeper told him and {hewed 
them'to him, holding them up-in his hands, and his 
sight- hand, hanging only by ſome ligament, by. x 
little touch of a knife , was taken off alſo ; The 
other hand at the ſame time being black as a ſhooe, 
and hot much unlike , in the 'fancy of ſome, for 
zoughneſs and-hardnefs, to the outſide of a dried 


Neats-tongue. This hand hanged ona longtime after- 


wards. by {ome {uch thing as the former ,. and might 
Otis pothible) have continued in- that manner yntil 
Hbis death.it he had not defixed hisKeeper to take, that 
away alſo asthe former, 'becanſe was troubleſome 


tohim. i Now although putrid:mattex frequently;if- | 


ſud cut at thoke places, .yet-he had'not 10 _—_ 
ashe bad:formerly for. amwnth or fixxovecks , 45 

4reely conjefled 5 bod acknowledged that his ſio- 
wiach was good, apd-did digeſt ſuch meats as.he 
aookandthat he;had evacuationaby ſiege and uFinge, 


rs #5 heretofore inihis health, - od iy by towers 


Se that, contixining.in this js 1 hve 24 _ 
many began tothink the Iſſues: might_be Ropped, 
andthis if | ed-many years, i xegularlyior- 
Hed. Someof the Pariſhiobers were movedrin it, 
4has Phyſicians: and Surgeons might be conſulted, 
«rd -good: advice. .taken'in pen. but 1 6ap#dt 
any thing was done-abaut jt;\.bei 

ed; tem; incurable. ItisGad that hee 


| 
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+ up Yooam me, .that-he died about two hours 
* alter mydepart w of 5:12 wal bY 
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but, for all his great tranſgreſſions. (though for that ' 
chiefly ) as he formerly conteſſed to. mey, he believed. 
At laſt bisfleſh began towaſt, and-his ſpirits to.fail 3 
ſo-that viſiting him again , and obſerving ſame 
change in his fleſh and countenance morethan; tory 
merly,, I laboured to convince him mare fully of his 
condition, and to perſuade him to look, up to-the 
great Phyſician, in whoſe hands are the iflues of 
life and death, &c. He ſeemed to give diligent ate 
tention, and earneſtly defired me to pray with him 
after prayers, when I was about to-leave him for 
that time, he defired I would not forget him in my 
prayersz making it alfo his earneſt requeſt, that I 
would come again when ever he thould ſend -for me; 
which I promiſed I would at any hour day or night: 
This was Fxne 16. and on the 19. (as his Keeper ac» 
knowledgeth,) he was in great anguilh and trouble 
of mind, crying out | hat ſhall T do to ſave my poor 
ſanl & | with many other expreſſions to the ſame pur- 
poſe 3 being very lick, and fearing his approachin 

death. But upon - what account his Keeper — 
not ſend for me (in whoſe hearing he ſo carnefily 
defired me to come to him ) he knows belt, and mutt 
anſwer it, if it was his tault for private reſpects, as 
is conjectured, On Fxne 21. inthe morning, I wene 
again to viſit him, unſent for, but found him un- 
ſenſible, and paſt any further advice. I ftaid by tim 
until almoft noon, He lay till, with his eyes hxed, 
as adying man , moved not at any thing we faid to 


him, but upon pouring into him a little drink with 


a-{poon at ſeveral times, he coughed: a littke, and 
groaned, and then lay,as before, When I ſaw there 
was.n9 probability he would underſtand any thing 
Ifaid;; I left him-Cattes prayer made for him with 
thexompanythire preſent , inthe houſe) and had- 


urg from him. 


But 


| | (10) | | 
- Before I ſum up the whole of this Narrative, and 
account of his condition, I judge it may be accept- 
to the Reader to inſert ſome ſhort Obſervations, 
communicated to nie by'an ingenious Gentleman, 
our Neighbour, who ſeveral times viſited him in his 
affliction. "Take them therefore in his own words, 
* When I firſt ſaw this young man (which was 
& quickly after he was brought into Kings-Swinford ) 
© he appeared to me to be of a vigorous ſtate of body, 
*andot an healthy conftitution , ſaving the ſirange 
© defet under which he laboured, his hands and legs 
© being then deprived of ſenſe and motion. I ob- 
& ſerved them. and handled him: They were from 
* both wriſts and knees blackiſh and dying; and I 
© took notice, that about each wriſt and knee there 
<was as it were a Cirele at the joynt that divided 
* the ſound from the dying parts, and ſeemed like a 
< ligature, prohibiting any nouriſhment to paſs thoſe 
* bounds; ſo that the blood and ſpirits being wort- 
< derfully ſtopped in their circulation, it muſt ne- 
© ceflarily follow; that the parts thus' deprived of 
< their wonted ſupply, muſt wither and die as a leaf 
*.m- Autumn : which ſad progreſs they made till 
© both hands and legs from the wriſts and knees be- 
© came dead and'dried, black and hard, like Mum- 
+ my, before they fell off at the joynts, which they 
© afterward did. Ialſo obſerved , that at the firſt, 
© above each of the forementioned circles, there 
< brake out a ſore, at which the nouriſhing juyce 
< (deſigned by nature to have fed thoſe parts) em- 
© ptied it ſelf Cnow in' thoſe ſores corrupted.) in a 
© quitture or ſanter, {o horribly ſtinking, that fewof 
= Viſitants _ w_—_ the room without 
e ſtrong ſmelling defenſative, But viſiting 
* himafter thoſe dead limbs were fallen from the- 
4body (all bat one hand which was almoſt ſevered )/ 
* Ifaw the joynts with the fleſh look welland hw: 
wy | ye. 


C11) 
They ſcemed to me free ard untouch'd by 


« hy 


« the former mortification , being quick and ſenfi- 


$ ble, that now the fellow complained upon the 
< leaſt touch thereof, yet ſeeming to promiſe an ea- 
«fie cure, for that ichorous ſtinking humor 'was 
« pene 3 the fleſh was raw, but ſweet, and hereand 
« there beſmeared with a thick corrupt prs, an en- 
« couraging ſign (ay Artiſts) that ſores incline to 
« healing: But this poor creature wanting all help 
«from Art or Medicine, {ave what the application 
< of the leaves of Mullein afforded, which by his 
« Keeper were uſed to defend the raw parts 3 in ſore 
« weeks there ifſued the like thin and ſtinking hu- 
<* mor as before , which ſoon put a period to his life. 


So far my Friend. 


As to the young man himſelf, he was ( as he told 
me a few days before he died_) about twenty two 
yearsof age. It was eafie to obſerve, he had been 
a ſtrong young man, naturally of a ſtubborn tem- 

, much hardened by evil courſes ; yet he ſeemed 

imes to be affected with his condition, the dif- 
courſes madeto him, and prayers with him 3 and I 
wiſh I might have had from him as clear an evidence 
of a comfertable change wrought in him,as I would 
dly have told the world. I muſt in charity leave 
is final condition to God , who thus afflicted and 
chaſtized him forthe ſpace of near about foxr months, 
that he might be a ſignal ſpectacle tothouſands, of 
Gods diſpleaſure againſt impiety. 
The ſum of allis this, That a ftrong, luſty, young 


man, as moſt in the County where he was born, 


being unfaithful toGod and his Maſter, and giving 
himſelf to licentiouſmeſs and wickedneſs , was 
von to a morſel of bread z and-by doing evil 
and denying it with execrations, had a fiing and ſe- 
cret remorſe in his conſcience, by which, and want - 


(the fruit of his idleneſs and intemperance)) he 
grew 


a CD 
Eheng and weak, .and his hands waxed feeble: 
able to work; deſigned: to. betake himfelf 
i Frends., - but was (topped by, the way,. forced 


iedow unde thc hand't Od a that: the. Gurſe 


ith he had curſed himſelf eight come pon 
hin; andiſo by-the; ſkxpendious providence of God 
be was madea ſpettacle to the world of Divine ſe- 
ATE ET Bgn: 

ar, ao more wic w | 
>. have no go fay to = (as by the Apo- 


*ARs yh in another caſe; * }---Bebold.e deſpiſers, and-awon- 


13.41, 


r and periſe : for 1 mark, a mark iu; your days, which 
ou ſhall in no edged: a PUT 2 
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[ws SIR, ny 
Being requeſted by My. Illing- 


[i OE ET no acoortt bf 
what 1 an able to lo concerning 
- John Duncalt, 1 apprehend 
the beſt way 13-by a bare and 
brief Narrative of that diſ- 
courſe that paſſed between us 
While T was with hon ; if there 
is any vhmg worth; our copni- 
© Komte, ou may Make uſe of it 
 @ gouplege, 


. Oug Diſcourſe was 2s followerh, 


Mw 18k. 1677. 
Gi.QF ng to, him of the deplo- 
Ws ury_Fy of &4 (Condition, 
and that ſure there was a more than urds- 
| nary band of Gods Providexce in « arifing 
y from ſont evil aff or aftions of his. | 


4 3 p—— - . 
#  . 


"\Anſw. Anſwered yes, *twas for his 


ſins. 


rally the'\_procuring1 Cauſe of \eviry 
” So mans [ufferi ſy rig ws remar- 
1k and drea dful {* H erings as theſe 
eve," there is uſually one Or more Fpecial 
"Pins" to be: inquired aftes, as the Meareſt 
<amacnring  Gauſe\or Cauſes, ©, y d $1 

Inſw. be anſwered yes : 
Ae is caſe,” what 
"Woman, In ih EINE 
h8BeÞ it With Ts 
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Queſt. When I told him that ſin WAS 


cage or, "Nel ern bf aca 0 At AE : 


oe tingled a Hd, 
Queſt. _ _ as it ere 
ar 
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oe. Abote a  fooknight 1 ca 
north to Bb WS 290) \ a | 
whit $ « x Queſt. : | 
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|, Queſt. Have you; made; your: youu 
with: God. for: h great dnaffence 2. 1. vl 
Anſw. | Being a man nor apt £9: 
| ſpeak, and. ignorantyithal ']. made 
lucle. an{wer, 'only ſhaked his head.s:i 
Queſt, Have you. aiked 'the Woman 
firgiveneſs, and to your power endeavour- . 
ed to make ſatisfattion 1 or "if the Buble | 
Were in your hands, to make Reſtitution ? | : 
_ Anſw. \\es, he did ſend for her, 
and ſhe came accordingly, and pray 
ed God forgive him, for ſhe did... ++; 
Quelt. John, canſt pray? 1 have not 
Fits p in. thee any motions - or inclinations. 
thereunto ſince 4 came. b- 
Shakes his head again, and nocking | 
he ſaid. +, + 
Queſt. John, deft thou Ns hint: 
þ great:a diſtance as ſim hath made .thee,; 
to go to the Father * - 
Anfw. Nes, by Jeſus Chriſt, whie! 
-— It ſotily, yet loas might hear 
him. - 
Queſt. Then fearing be did not under - 
ftand. whas Chriſt hath done for the: Word, 


| I very briefly qretdned " the T enariond 


Con- 


'S _ 4 We 


Condituons of 
of God. 
 Anſw. Then(fo far as Ecould G) 
he.began ſomewhar to relent, for the 
I ty his cheeks, and 
Symptoms of conviction us 
rey S eemed to be upon him, 
ing theſe words, or to this purpoſe 
For Gods ſake, Sir, pray for me. 

- Queſt. John, I am glad to ſee ſome, 
though the leaſs tokens of: penitence in 
thee ----- The Lord enlarge thine beart, 
and. make thy Conſcience tender ----- I am 
Willing, Jokn, to pray for thee, and foT 
perceive is this whole company : But it 
would be great ſatisfattion to aa, you: 
Tonld acquaint us, what we ſhould mere 
—R__— defave of God on your acconnt.. 

Anfw. Good Sir, that my fins may: 
be: pardoned, as loſs of Time, neg- 
 Ireof Duty, and the ſervice of God, 
Quelt. Is not Sabbath -breaking one'? 


-Anſw..O'yes, yes! 


Queſt. Alave you any thing elſe #0 ſay?\ 


"nſw. No. Then ler A * and 


4d 


the boiian of Grace, and- } 
fo how he muſt expe#t Mercy at the hands: 


«a _— wed s Hh 


_ bd w—_— cas aw 


' » Ending with the Lords Prayer, he: 
repeaced che Petitions after me, fays- 
ing Amen, with ſomewhat anclevated: 
voice; being obſerved to-weep feve-. 
raltimes whilſt we continued prayer.. 


' After which I parted with hin, 
making me. to promiſe hin the con- 
tinuation of my Prayers. L290 

. About a fortnight after he ſends a 
Meſſenger to me to tell me he defired 
my company again ; at which time 
L made it my bulinels not ſo much to 


 ask him Queſtions, as to infarmy his 


of thoſe Truths that as I thought had 
a neceflary conducency to our eternal 
peace. | Spending ſome hours with 
him that day, as I could bear the noy- 
ſom ſtench that then came from 
him.” Before I came away that time, 
which was the laſt time that I faw 
him ; his Keeper told me, that a Po- 
= Prieſt had been with him ſome 
ew days before, earneſtly endeayou- 
ring to proſelyte him to their _ | 
on; uſing this Argument : That if he 
would rurn Roman Catholick, I will 
_—_ MY ——— 


Ta y:Yobkeo! thy icon hate 


He. rg Yes - var ar | 
him, I-rook; my final leave and fare: | 
well. This is all ( worthy Sir) that: 
L know. concerning him.. I can only 
add that] am. 


"A moſt humble Servant, 


Kiwfare, ug 
;, 17. 1677 


- JONATH, NEWEJ. 


ic. 


MC. 


28 : 213 45 Jon to olitzud 
TE:rwhole Names ate! hete- 
1 V >. unto! ſubſcribed, "living:in 
132711 17 1: theni Net hood :i-of 
»Kings-S ufo jg wherer;Febn.'Dmncal 
tlie Reef preceas ton 
[bil Gobs hand wavlb leverely-up- 
owes, ache moſt partteſided; and 
(Having (of: us 'wifited thim-and 
;diſcourſked-bimin/thattoondition, and 
the reſt of us xreceivet frequent Infoy- 
mations of the Paſlages herein men- 
tioned frontja,qmultigadecet credible 
Witnefles, do ( in, diger 26 the ren- 
. dring fo uleful a R&/atitz more credi- 
cable lo far as we\arekwbwiy) atreſt, 
that we judggcit.cathe \yery exactly 
and imparrtially pent@d.inaltthe par= 
ticulars : and eſpecially, in thoſe 
Paſſages of it which contain the fre- 
quent ſerrons acknowledgements .of- the 
mentioned fohn Duncalf, ( That be did 
imprecate that Judgment upon himſelf 
| hich is here expreſſed , and upon the 
' Pccaſion here related ) which he made 
| F nor 


"Y 


At only in the hearing of the Aut hor, * 
but alſo of moſt of us: as alſo, in F. 


'wortmg 
i this 


Ci er-drfign, 'bur that God 
-griay/ have the glory, and the world / | 
:zhe: benefic of fo Exemplary a Provi- 
alence. | For which end we as | 
accompany. this Narrative with our | 
prayers, 48 with our hands. 113 -Þ 
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